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5010-104-01 



L^ITED STATES Gcjfc] 

-Memorarmum 



RNMENT 



i 



/ 



TO 



FROM 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



AC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-47657) 



date: 8/10/61 



be 

b7C 



ALL INFORMATION CQMTA'IMED 

subject: FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 heeeih is unclassified 

.^ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD date 11-12-2009 by 60324 uc baw/sab/stw 
* NEW -ORLEANS, LOUISIANA TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
6/25/61 

RACIAL /MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS t ■ , . , . , £\ :4J" 

Of; . Si -Qli^ ' h/U ^li^ /; -- ■' - 

Rerep SA'HUNTER E". HELGESON 7/26/51, at New 
Orleans. ■ 

Rerep requests that San Francisco should check 
indices and conduct a credit and criminal check at the 
place of residence of RICHARD THORNE. 

Jfc-W! ..-X 

The only reference to THORNE in the San Francisco 
indices reflec^d that the "Berkeley Daily Gazette", a local 
newspaper, e4at%ed an article in the issue of 6/20/61, which 
lected that RICHARD THORNE, 24 of 1862 Fairview Street, a 
dent, was one of the local Freedom niders who- had been 
sted in Mississippi. 

Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum suitable for dissemination. An additional copy 
of this letterhead is being forwarded to New Orleans forf 
their information. w ' 





Bureau (Enc]M. 8) 
- New OrleanSi^gkncl. 1) 
1 - Saw- Franc iSfko 

RAM/cmp ' - - - — -i »i. i 



A 



Age: 
Heq. 

How fe™ &i j 



By ^U^.,:..^J 

/at qj^; (j^uj 



56 AUG 24 198? 






i 

nTti 



In Reply, Please Refer to . 
File No. 100-47657 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San. Francisco, California 
August 10, 1961 



be 

b7C 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JUNE 25 > 1961 • 



RE: 



ALL IUFORMATIOH COHTAIHED 
HEREIN. IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 



B. APPSHL 

Records of the Jackson Police Department, Jackso n , 
Mississi ppi, reflect that I | 



1 Berkeley, California, was arrested at Jackson, 
Mississippi, on June 25, 1961, and charged with breach of 
the peace. 

On August 7, 1961, records of the Berkeley Police 
Department, Berkeley, California, were checked but fa: 
reflect any information concerning 



led to 



On August 7, 1961 



Registrar's Office, University of California, Berkeley, 
Californ ia, advised that she could locate no record of | | 
having attended the University of California at . 



Berkeley. 



On August 8, 1961 



made available 



the files of the. Credit Bureau of the Greater Eas t Bay, and 
'' it was no ted that a file was being maintained for i 
I I The last entry in this f ile was on September 29 , 

1959* at which time he resided at l I 



[ 



Berkeley , and listed a previous residence as 



ft 



Berkel ey- At that time h& jnd icatftd his employment 



as working for 



f 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency.' 



ENCLOSISE 
7- 




The file reflected that: on June 18 ,1959) 



indicated 'fekftt he was wording, for [ 

I , I However, a; check; by the credit ;bureau failed 

to verify this employment". 1 • 1 ^r'S^ * 



The file reflected that on July 15. : 195ft 



indicated that hj worked as a [ 



for the 



In con junction with 



was maintained a l _ , 

dated January 27. I960. : Whic h, indicated that 



e r ed i t- ' record, there 
ICredit Card with an entry 



had been 



The "Berkeley Daily. .Gazette/' a' daily .. newspaper at 
Berkeley, California, in. the issue of June. "20; > 19&t,. carried 
an article which listed a: number of local "Freedom Riders 1 ' 
who had been ' arrested fin;;i Mississippi and among these' was 
listed RICHARD THORME, 24, 1862 Pairview Street, 'a student . ' 



b6 
b7C 



FEDERA u.+ f . . c r ^ TI0N 
U S. DEPARlalENl uf >.. , ,UL 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
AUG IS 196, • 



TELETYPE^'' 1 



ALL DJFOElLpioiJ C OBTAINED 
HEREIH 1 3- 'UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 1^12-2009 BY 50324 UC BAH/SAB/STST 



/ 



URGEN 



r 



8-1S-S1 



6-02 



PM CST LM 



1y DIRECTOR, FBI 

/ 



IP 



FROM SAC NEW .ORLEANS /157-264/ 
FREEBUS. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG* EIGHTEEN, 
NO FR ARRESTED SINCE AUG* SEVENTEENTH SUMMARY. DEPUTY 




HINDS COUNTY SO, JACKSON, ADVISED TODAY RECHECK OF 



\ 



HIS RECORDS SHOWS FOLLOWING FR PRISONERS RELEASED ON BOND 

ON DATES INDICATED AND NOT PREVIOUSLY R 

■ 



JULY SEVENTEEN, 



AUG. TEN j 



SO DASH 




j 





AUG. SIXTEEN. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. 
RELEASED ON BOND TWO ZERO NINE. PAID FINE FOUR. RELEASED 
TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. RELEASED AS 
CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE. 
NET IN CUSTODY SEVEN SEVEN. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS 



COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL. 
END AND ACK PLS ^ 
WA 8-04 PM OK FBI W A BH 
TU DISCV 'jlfe 




✓V' 




4 



r r, 




Mr. BelmontC™^ ? 

Mr. Callahan, 
j M?. Conrad. ., 

Mr. DeLos 
ii Mr. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HE EE IM IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BA¥/SAB/STW 



URGENT 8-21-61 10-32 AM 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND NEW YORK CITY 
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /15 7-264/ 1 P 

, : « i £1 I 

FREEBUS* 




JACKSON, MISS* 



ADVISED TODAY THAT TWO WHITE CATHOLIC PRIESTS WILL DEPART NYC BY 
AIR TODAY FOR JACKSON, HISS, AS FRS. AFTER ARRIVAL JACKSON, WILL 
CO TO ONE OF BUS TERMINALS IN JACKSON WHERE THEY WILL ENTER COLORED 
WAITING ROOM, PURCHASE BUS TICKETS, AND USE ALL FACILITIES, COLORED 



E 3S 



WAITING SROOM^WILt NOT ATTEMPT TO TEST FACILITIES JACKSON AIRPORT 



TERMINAL* 



HAS NO OTHER DETAILS BUT ADVISES THAT 
C$Rt, NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, NYC, CAN FURNISH IDENTITIES 7 
OF THE TJEO PRlJSTS AND SCHEDULE. NY CONTACT CORE HEADQUARTERS, 
ASCERTAIN DETAILS INCLUDING IF POSSIBLE, WHICH BUS TERMINAL THEY 
INTEND TO TEST, MODE OF TRANSPORTATION FROM AIRPORT TO BUS TERMINAL, 
AND WHETHER OR NOT TEST OF BUS TERMINAL WILL BE MADE IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER ARRIVING AT JACKSON AIRPORT* SUTEL* 



END Z AND ACK 

FBI WA 0711 
FBI NY 1-0711 

5®WtU WT 




12-36 PM OK FBI WA JDS 
OK FBI NY JAF 






Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.L. 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 495=^70*2) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-284B) 



SUBJECT : FREEBUS 
RM 



ALL IHFOKHATION COHTAIWED 
HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/3TTO 



V 



Re New Orleans airtei , 8/8/61. 



The following are cumulative costs incurred in this 

case in the New Orleans Division as of close of business, 8/12/61: 

Regular Hours Overtime Hours 

925 



Agents 
Clerical 

Miles driven: 4,753 



789 



"329" 
22 



(.3/ - Bureau 
1 - New Orleans 

DLH:dfs 
(4) 



A 



Approved: 



56 AUG 24 WT 




Sent 



Agent in Charge 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

Via 





F B I 

Date: 8/17/61 
PLAIN 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



hlC 




.L. 




ROM 
SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI 41 D7 373) 



SAC, NEW YORK ( 157-391) 

PREEBUS ^ r/7/-^^' ?? f^ 1 
RACIAL MATTERS 



IS 



ALL DIFOPJIATIOIJ C OBTAINED 

HEKEIIJ IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11^12^2009 BY 50324 UC BAN/ SAB/! 



TO 



ReWFOtel to Bureau, 8/17/61. 

1 NYCPD, advised Sa[ 



Detective 1 . _ 

telephonically on 8/17/61, that ttieyhad checked 

earlier with the dispatcher at the Greyhound Bus Terminal, 3^th 
Street and Eighth Avenue, NYC, and determined that chartered 
Greyhound Bus #3^04, arrived at the Greyhound Bus Terminal at 
3:00 am, today. There were no problems or incidents at the 
Terminal involving passengers on the bus. 




a i Bureau-te?=373 (RM 
1 - New Orleans (AM) (RM 
1 - New York (157-391) 



VJA:mc 
(6) 



REC* 



23 / S^l f 'f3 




at 





Approved: 



Sent 



56 AUG 24 ffl6f 1 Agent in Charg€ 




!i. S. DJi-P::T:..lU U JUSl'IK 

AUG 19 ^sur*' 



fee 

b7C 



Mr. Tolg« Ti 

Mr. Belmont „„ 

J Mr. Mntrr 

I Mr. Cslteliaa 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DsLoacfe.. 



ALL IJJF0KHA.TI0W CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY S0324 UC BAW3AB/STO 



8-19-61 



4-20 



PM CST LM 



URGENT 

.ft DIRECTOR|FBI * > - £ ., vV / ^ ^ . ^ 
FROM SAC NE^0gLEAN£ /157-264/ IP 
FREEBUS • FOgpSWINGglS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG. NINETEEN. NO 

NCE AJTG. EIGHTEEN. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED 
NINETY SEVEN. RELeTsED ON BOND TWO HUNDRED THIRTYSIX. PAID 
FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION 
FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION 
SENTENCE ONE. NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT 
HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL. 
END AND ACK PLS 

WA 6-1// 6-21 PM OK FBI WA JDS 
TU DISCV 




AUG 



1961 



V 



Mr. Malona 

Mr. SulliTCm^^X 

Mr. Tmd^ZJJ> 
Mr. Trote?- 
Tele. Bsm&^ 
Mr. fagKaa. 




58 A?'G24^61 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



AIR MAIL 



* 



F B I 



Date: 8-14-61 



Transmit the following in 
Vi a AIRTEL 



qy 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



I 

.L. 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, EL PASO (157-43) 



ALL INFORMATION COIJTAIHEB 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 50324 UC BATJ/3AE/3TO 



RE 



RACIAL MATTERS 

00: Los Angeles 



Greyhound Bus with freedom riders arrived El 
Paso, Texas, 2:30 AM, 8-12-61, and departed 3:00 AM. 
No incidents occurred. Local authorities alerted. 



CROSBY. 



RUC 



: 3 - Bureau (REG. AM) 
2 - Los Angeles (REG. AM) 
1 - El Paso 



DJR:sc 
(6) 




REG- 13 




TV 



Approved: 



Sent 



56 AUG 24 W 



Agent in Charge 



m 

4LM Per 



U. S. DHPftflfflEiVC Of Jtsxj 

COMMUNICATIONS Siitfj 
AUG 17 1961 



7] 



URGENT 



8-17-61 



/ 




4-22 PM 
DIRECTOR FBI^^ 
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /1 57-264/ 1 P 

FREE BUS, FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AU G^ SEVE-K TEEN- 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUG • SIXTEEN SUMMARY. TOTAL 
ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND TWO ZERO SIX. PAID 
FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION 
FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION 
OF SENTENC ONE. NET IN CUSTODY EIGHT ZERO. ALL FR PRISONERS 
EATING AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY MIL. fS 7 m $%7~ / 

m AUG 21 1961 



life Kdsaan";^ 
Ms. Mohj?_ 
Mr. Cdlahaa. 
1-'.''.:. Coare.<L~ 

xc* 

Mr. 

Mr. Soae 
Kr. Dull!' 
Mr. Tava 
Mr. Trottar- 
Teie. Roohi— 



Mr. Ingram_ 
Miss Gandy_ 




ALL I 

END AND ACK hekeiu is unclassified 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/3TII 



6-24 PM OK FBIWA MLL 
TU DIC C 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



F B I 



Date: 8/11/61 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR mail 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



I 



TO: 

PROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, HOUSTON (44-786) 



FREEBUS 



RE: 



ALL" IIIFORMATIOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN; -15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EAW/SAB/5TW 



[ 



Bureau teletype to Houston, 8/10/61; 
Houston telephone call to Bureau, 8/11/61. 

0 

Twelve freedom riders from California arrived Houston, 
Texas, 9:55 AM, 8/11/61, via Southern Pacific Railroad, Rail- 
road conductor and various passengers reported this group was 
very noisy and walked throughout train bragging that they would 
"break the union Station Restaurant at Houston wide open." 
There are no facilities at Southern Pacific Station where 
group arrived. This group was met by six Houston members of 
Progressive Youth Association (PYA) , a local group which also 
engages in attempts to integrate various facilities. 



Entire group from California s pent approximately 
one hour in offices of Houston Attorneys \_ 



]who regularly furnish legal assistance 



and guidance to PYA. At 11:55 AM, several members of this 
group proceeded to Union Station and purchased seven one way 



Q}- Bureau (AM) - ■ _ 

2 - Los Angeles (AM) (157-367) o£Q- 42 /&f"3&7* 

2 - New Orleans (Info.) (AM) - 
2 - Houston 



be 

b7C 



ED:yk 
(9) 




Approve 



AUG 24lf8 1 ( Spdcial Agent in Charge 




HO 44-786 



V 

■ \ 



tickets by Missouri Pacific Railroad to DeQuincy, Louisiana,, 
whfch represents cheapest tickets which can be purchased at V 
Houston for interstate travel. This group later made short 
trip to Southern Pacific Station, possibly for similar purpose 

At 1:48 PM, twelve freedom riders from California 
accompanied by four individuals from Houston believed to be 
PYA members entered the restaurant at. union Station and took 
seats. Manager of restaurant declined to serve these persons, 
and they refused to leave restaurant. Manager proceeded 
directly to Houston Police Department and attempted. to obtain 
arrest warrants through Corporation Court but Houston Police 
Chief CARL L. SHUPTRINE refused to approve warrants or fur- 
nish any assistance to restaurant owner. Restaurant owner 
then proceeded to Harris County Court House and obtained 
warrants against above 16 individuals charging them with 
unj^awful^as s entbly. 

After restaurant owner returned to restaurant 
uniformed police officers arrived at the scene and obtained 
identities of each freedom rider and observed railroad ticket 
in possession of each rider. All 16 individuals were then 
placed under arrest and at 3:35 PM were placed in police 
vehicles and left for Harris County Jail to be photographed, 
fingerprinted, and booked in. 

During above period, there was no threat of violence 
or any incidents other than routine activities normal for this 
railroad station at this period. * Arres tea persons left quietly 
until actually leaving station when they began singing. 

It is not known at this time whether arres tad per- 
sons will seek release on bond or will remain in jail. It 
is noted information developed by Los Angeles indicated 
California group might continue to Jackson, Mississippi, if 
not arrested at Houston. 



HO 44-786 



The Houston Office will maintain contact with 
established sources and will promptly advise the Bureau 
and interested offices of pertinent developments as they 
occur. In event any of this group leave Houston for travel 
to Jackson, Mississippi, or elsewhere, Houston will advise 
appropriate office. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



.NMENT 



^UNITED STATES GO] 

Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI ££60=223892-) 



date: 8/16/61 



he 

hlC 



subject: 



SAC, SAN ANTONIO (157-93) 

FREEBUS l^^^'DdM tfil>&&4 r ~m$&&t.4W£ 
Re San Antonio letter to Bureau, 8/10/61. 



On 8/11/61, Inspector 



Executive 



Officer, San Antonio Police Department, advised that 
there was no disturbance or incident of any kind 
when Southern Pacific Train, Sunset Limited, Train 
Number 2, passed through San Antonio on the early 
morning of 8/11/61. 

No further action is contemplated in this 
matter by San Antonio Office. 



r 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ■ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12^2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/5AB/3TW 



j£j£>-Bureau (RM) 
1 -Houston (RM) 
1-San Antonio 

I£:lfe 
(4) 




K8 AUG 241961 



..13^ 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



FBI- 
Date 8/8/51 



Transmit the following- in 
Via AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.L. 



All 

Te! 



TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 1 OQ "Ai^Ja ^i iijfoeAatioh cohtaihed- 

i HEREIH IS "UNCLASSIFIED 

SAC, MEMPHIS (157-140) 



DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC SAN/SAB/STIf 



Re Newark airtel to Bureau dated 7/28/61. 



FREEBUS 

RACIAL MATTERS 
(00: NEWARK) 



Pursuant to lead set forth in referenced airtel 
there is being transmitted herewith eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum setting forth information relative 
to the activities of the instant group in the Memphis 
Division. Two copies of this are being made available to 
the office of origin for their information. 

The Special Agent observing the activities of 
th e group at the bus sta tion in Nashville, Tenn., is 
SA I I He is also the 'special Agent who 

observed the activities of freedom -rider I Hln 
Nashville, Tenn., upon his return on 7/21/61. ~ 



bo 
b7C 



Agents observing freedom riders! . 

" Tat Memphis , Tenn. , on 7/21/61 are SA's 



1 anH 



Identities of the Agents observing activities of 
the group at the Greyhound Bus Station in Memphis. Tenn. . 
on 7/I9/6I are SA»s WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE and 



2 - Newark (End. 2) ■ ^ &-*\4b. 

1 - Memphis A 

FWN:ics j r;.y^WWg s *r ^ 

H. S. D (£) A gency A^ezr^- , 



■j-ji Jr. 



m AUG i& i^-' 




641U6 25I 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF WSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File JVo. 



Memphis, Tennessee r 
August 8, 1961, 9 



?4 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERIIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BATff/SAB/STW 



REt FREEBUS 

RACIAL MATTERS 



be 

b7C 



On July 19, 1961, at 12 j 18 p.m. five freedom riders 
Identified as following arrived at \ Nashville, Tennessee, at 
the Greyhound Bus Station where they were observed by a Special 
Agent of the FBI* \ 

, " : : _^y_ 

(1) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 

(2) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 

Height 
Weight 
• Hair 

Complexion 
Glasses 

(3) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 





# 



b6 
b7C 



FREEBUS 
RACIAL MATTERS 



(4) Name 



Race 
Sex 
Age 

Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 



(5) 




Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 

Height 
Build 
Complexion 
Voice 

This group arrived at Nashville, Tennessee, via 
Greyhound bus number M5494. They were met toy a Negro youth, 
a white youth and a white gi rl who were riding in a 1958 
Do dge. I<a6l Tennessee license T I This car is registered 

to 
at 



Na s hv 1 lie. .—Tennes s ee,. The group talked 

During this time 



s f^c approximately ten minutes. 

routh was observed to go to a public telephone in 



the bus" u j 
the Negro youffi 

the bus station and make two telephone calls, these calls 
being made at approximately 12:20 to 12:25 p.m. The local 
group left the bus station, leaving the five named freedom 
riders who entered the bus station at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
They went to the lunch counter where they obtained service 
eating sandwiches. They experienced no difficulty. 

The group left Nashville by Greyhound bus number 
M5446 en route to Memphis, Tennessee. 

The bus station was covered by two plain clothesmen 
from the Nashville Police Department and a Special Agent of 
the Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the state 
investigative organization. Also observed at the bus station 
were a newspaper reporter from The Nashville Banner and a 
newspaper reporter from United Press International. There 
was also a news photographer from The Nashville Banner. The 



. 2 - 



b7C 



PREEBUS 
RACIAL MATTERS 



photographer took no photographs and none of the reporters made 
any attempt to Interview the freedom riders. 

Two unidentified white youths who apparently were 
curiosity seekers were observed attempting to make photographs 
of the group. These individuals were survei:B, <i to the YJMCA, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and subsequently to their aut omobile 
which bore a 1961 Oklahoma license number T ~l This car 

was a black and white 1957 two-door; Ford hardtop. Observed 
inside the automobile v;-~-o nome bibles printed by the South- 
western Company, a company located in Nashville ^ Tennessee, 
which prints and, sells bibles by the use of door-to-door salesmen, 



the Southwestern Company, Nashville 

advi sed that one .of the individuals who was taking pictures 
is a | | f rom the State of Oklahoma wno is pres- 

ently i n Nashvill e>fcralnlng as a salesman for th e Southwestern 
Company J ~| stared that he que&tionfidl___Z_|concernlng 

taking the pictures and was advised that l I had read of the 
freedom riders in the paper and that he was taking the pictures 
merely as a matter of curiosity. He stated that the other 
individual who was with him was a man whom he ha d met at the 
YMCA and who was a casual acquaintance J I was unable to 

furnish -hia name J I stated that there was no connection 

betwee nf l and the freedom rider movement or a segregationist 
movement"! 



On July 19, 1961, Inspectorl | Nashville, 

Tennessee Police Department, advised that at approximately 
12:20 p.m. two calls from an anonymous caller were received 
at the Nashville Police Department stating that there was an 
explosion at the bus station. The Police Department because 
it had men on duty at the bus station took no action on these 
calls other than to send a sergeant of the uniformed patrol by 
the bus station to be sure that the men on duty had not been 
incapacitated and therefore to be sure that there was no 
explosion. 

On the evening of July 19, 1961, two Special Agents 
of the FBI observed the five individuals named above arriving 
at the Greyhound Bus Depot in Memphis, Tennessee, at 6:25 p.m. 
The group immediately went Into the. Post House Restaurant at 
the bus station depot. There they sat together at the counter 



f 



he 

blC 



FREEBUS 
RACIAL MATTERS 



and were served wit hout Inciden t by' white waitresses. They 
were interviewed by I I of the United Press International 

and by an unidentified white female reporter. 

i; 

The Commercial Appeal and Press Scimitar reporters 
were presenT"but made no effort to Interview the group. Both 
of these are newspapers published locally at Memphis, Tennessee. 

At approximately 6:50 p.m. the gr oup entered a U nited 
Cab Company taxi number 3o (Negro) driven b:v l I They "T^/; 

were follow ed by white Memphi s Police Department tiff ice rs, 
•MgmtgTiflrThHi land hy Negro Police Department 

©f f leers | 



They proceeded to Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and went into Roger Williams Hall, a dormitory. It will be 
noted that Owen College is a Negr o institution. At approxi- 
mately 7:00 p.m. on July 19, 1961, 1 " I contacted the 
Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Division and volunteered 
information that the group would remain at Owen College all 
night and would depart Memphis at 12|40 p.m. on July 20, 1961, 
via Greyhound bus en route to Little Rock, Arkansas. He also 
volunteered that he would advise the Memphis Division if there 
were any changes in the group's plans. It was noted that there 
was no local delegation or group of people to meet this group 
of freedom riders on their arrival. One of the group did 

approach one of the Negro detective s of the Memphis Police 

Department and asked if he might be l 

the NAA CP in Memphis. This detective who happened to be named 



^replied in the negative, and when asked if he knew[ 
^address also advised that he did not. 



At approximately 10:20 a.b. on July 20, 1961 , an . 
individual identifying himself as l I one of 

the freedom riders, telephonically contacted the Memphis 
Division and advised that he and his associates would leave 
Memphis at 12:40 p.m. via Greyhound bus en route to Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He indicated that he would contact the Little 
Rock Office of the FBI upon arrival. 

At 12:15 P.m. on July 20, 1961, Agents of the FBI 
observed the group eating lunch in the Post House Restaurant 
at the Greyhound Depot. This was formerly reserved for whites 



- 4 - 



b6 . 
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PREEBUS 
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only. No Incidents occurred. They appeared to be alone. 

Shortly prior to 12:40 p.m. all five individuals 
boarded the above described bus witih no incidents occurring. 
The two Negros were observed sitting in the front of the bus. 
The bus left the Memphis depot at 12:45 p.m. en route to Little 
Rock. 

On July 21, 1961, Special Agents of the FBI were a t 
the Memphis airport, at wh ich time they observed that 



1 arrived in Memphis on Am erican 

Airlines Plight No. 414. They arrived at 3:03 p.m. 



remained on the plane which departed Memphis at 3: 45 p.m. 
scheduled to arrive in Washington, D. C, at 8:00 p.m. He 
had reservations confirmed thro ugh to LaQ ua rdia Field in New 
York City to arrive at Q : 30 d .m J H dena rted Memphis on 

American Airlines Flight No. 509 scheduled to arrive in 
Nashville, Tennessee, at 6:24 p.m. He was confirmed only to 
Nashville. 

on the evenirjg of July 21, I96I, an Agent of the FBI 



observed I larrive on American Airlines Flight 590 



at Berry Field, the municipal "airport at Nashville, Tennessee. 
He was not met by anyone and appeared to be expecting someone 
to meet hlm.sasiilfper a period Of time when no one appeared, he 
got his luggage and took a taxicab to 1905 Jefferson Street, 
Nashville, Tennessee, the headquarters of the Nashville 
Christian Leadership Council Student Centra l Commi ttee. The 
cab driver who transported him advised that l I had the 

address when he got in his cab. The driver was unaware of 
the type of facility located at 1965 Jefferson Street. • 



subsequently 



It will be noted that 

departed Nashville, Tennessee, via Greyhound bus en route to 
Jackson, Mississippi, with another group of freedom riders 
and there was arrested by the Jackson Police Department for 
violation of a local ordinance. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI And 
is loaned to your agency! it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Character: 



Synopsis; 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 i 

Illinois Central Railroad Despot 

Jackson, Mississippi : 

July 6, 1961 ^ 

.' ;'•}..■"• ..All IHFORHA.TION'COHTAlMiD".;'_ 

: HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED -.. .,■ ; 

RACIAL 'MATTERS; '. . date -11-12-2009 "by '6032-4 uc\ baw/sab^stiiJ 

CIVIL RIGHTS 



Six Freedom Riders, identified in details of report, 
entered Illinois Central Railroad Depot , Jackson , Miss . , 
at 10:46 AM, 7/6/61 . All arrested by Jackson PD when . 
they failed to obey the orders of PD Officer to move on. 
All charged with Breach of the Peace* No incidents at 
time of arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 
7/6/61 and, after not guilty pleas, were convicted of 
violation S. 2087.5, Mississippi Code. Were sentenced to 
4 months in jail and fined $200l Five Freedom Riders in 
group transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 7/11/61. 
One remained in Hinds County Jail, Jackson. One released 
oh $500 cash appeal bond 7/25/61. 




DETAILS: . 

Tnvest.1 gat i on iri this case was predicated 

upon receip t of information frc>m| | 

[ Congress of Racial Equality, Jackson, Mississippi, 
on July 6, 1961. He telephdnically advised that in about 
thirty minutes a group of Negro male Freedom Riders from 
Jackson would enter the white waiting room of the Illinois 
Central Railroad Depot at Jackson and attempt to purchase 
train tickets. 

On July 6, 1961; Captain! [ 
Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, was telephonically 
advised of the above information. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the. FBI;. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside, your agency. 
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7/12/01 



The following observations were isad© at ; 
the Illinois Central Eailroad Depot, Jackson s LIAssissippi, 
on July 6, leeir '. :. 

At 10:46 AM, six Negro males entered 'to©'. ' 
main entrance of 'the white waiting roon and walked as 
a group approximately 20 feet i nto the wait ing room. 



They were approached by Captaia| |Jackson police 

Bepartment » who was observed spea&ing to them. A short 
time later, the ©is were-, escorted from the waiting roos 

to a police' patrol : wagon ' 'par Sseii -near ■■ the .depot* ' • 



■ There were no- iaeide&te- in connection with 
the: above matter . - * 



On 



7/G/ei 



Jackson,, ilississippi . 



at 



File # 



by 



. Date dictated ' - - • '" — 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus'lbns'of the FBI. It "Is the property of the FBI\ and. Is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside' your agency. - . 
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_ 7/12/61 
Date 



The following was observed at the Illinois 
Central Railroad Station, 300 West Capitol Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi, on July 0, 1931: 

At 10:45 Ail, six Negro males entered the 
. White waiting roosa, Illinois Central Station, through 
the front entrance. They, talked to th e benches-just ' - 
inside the door, at which tisie Captain] | • 

Jackson, Mississippi, Police; Department, told toe group ■ 
to iaove< on. He repeated, this -'coiaiiand and asked- ii they 
understood his cosnsiand, at which time they regained 
standing. • ;2c then advised ^the^ ; they were 'tender 'arrest. 

The group was then escorted through the rear 
entrance of the white waiting r boa to the police patrol 
wagon waiting at the .taxi' loading and unloading ramp. 
The six Negroes then entered the patrol wagon and were 
driven away* Ho incidents were noted to have occurred. 




n n 7/6/61 



.at 



Jackson, Mississippi 



FiU # ■ 157-329 



by -S4- 



'®ah 



.Date dictated 7/6/61 
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Captain 



Detective Bureau, 



Jackson, Mississippi* - advised thai t he individuals . ' 
whose nafaes are set opt below were -arrested by Captain 

I of the JacSson -Police Bepartsaent,, .at - the' 
Illinois Central Railroad $enot. Ja ckson, Mississippi,. 



at 10': '45 ' All, July : <S , 196 i. 



stated that- the group 



had entered the wh ite waiting room and, .when- ordered; by 
. Captain' \t p . stove og, -they • refused to ■ move . ■ 

TheV we ra arrested and charged ."with Breach- of' the-; .^eace . 
I [ advised there were ao; 'incidents i» connection. 



with these, arrests*' 



furnished the following information 



fron Police Department records ''.-concerning the individuals 
arrested: 



Uasae: 
Jaclrson 
Residence t 



Date of arrest: 7/6/61, Il linois Centr al Depot. 




Charge: 
Bace: 
Sex:- ■ 
Age: 

Date ■ of birth : 

Place" of birth,:. 

Height-: . 

Weight : 

Eyes: 

Siair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 



by Captain 
Police Department' 
Sreach of Peace ' 



Mississippi: 



Jackson 




,4- 



ry 7/6/61 



.at 



■Jackson, Mississippi' 



Fi)e # lS7-3gg> 



by SA HflNTEB E. TM.GE 8Qg/ftn h 



-Date dictated 
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fkther: . 
Mother* ■', , 

Education; ; ; 
Prior ' arrests t. 



rllta grade . . ■ ,-■ " ■■ ~ 

Arrested bv Hinds Coun ty, charge 
I I ( no date); 

'ilrrested 7/20/58 charge [ 



released to Juvenile Authorities 
7/20/58 



Name: 

Jackson pB' #.r 
Residence: 



Bate of arrest t 7/6/01. Illinois Ce ntral Depot . 



Charges 
Race; 
Sex: 
Age: 

Date of birth : . 
Place of Mrtlh 
Height: 
Weight:: • 
Eyes: -• 
Bair; 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 



Bother i 
Education: 
Prior arrests; 
Comments: 



Captain l 

Department" ~ 
Breach of Peace 



jacSson Police 




Mississippi 



High school 
Hone - 




Sane; . 

Jackson. ¥B'- 0'tr- 
Residence: 



Date of /arrest:' ,' ! 7/0/Bl t Il linois Centr al Depot* 



Charges 
Saeei 
Sex: 
Age: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: , 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Harital status: 
Father: 
Mother* 
Education: . 



Scars : 



Name: 

Jackson PJD #: . 
Residence: 
Date of arrest: 



Charge: 
Bace: 

Age: 



hy Captain 
Police Departnent 
Breach of Peace '. 



Mississippi 



Student, Mississippi Vocational, 



Itta Bena. Miss: 



ssippl . 



school and one year college 
lississippi Vocational , Itta Bena, 




7/Q/@I, Il linois Qantr al ■ PepQg,, 
by Captain I U acfegon 
Police Department .. 
Breach _ of ' Peace 



# 



be 

'b7C 
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Date of birt'h':- 
Place of 
Height : 
Weight: 
Byes: 
Hair: 

Complexion* 
Build: 
Occupation: 



Marital statue: 
Father: 

Bother t 

Education: 
Prior arr©©ts:. • 




Scars: 



* 

Name: 

Jackson KB #: 
Residence: 



;10th grade*. Br ink ley High 

'treated Hinds -'County - f I 
I | no date 'listed . Arrested 

' Jackson Pol ice Department , .-• 1 1/2 3/5$ - ' 
; charge H | 



] 



■Arrested Jackso n Police Department , 
2/2/61 - charge.! 




Date of arrest : 7/6/81. Ill inois Centra l' Begot. 



% Captain[ 



Jaclcson 



Charge: 
Bace: ". 
Sex; 

Birth data: 



Police Depar toent 
Breach of Peace 



• 



bo 
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Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight t 

■.'J8y«B-:'--":.v 
Bairt • •', 
Complexion: ; 
Build; ;•' 

• Occupation? y:.£^' 

Marital . status ; : 

Father jy '"y.-.y' 

Mother r V y-\- 

Education: 
Prior arrests: J 



Same: .', 
Jackson 90' #: 
Residence: 



Mississippi 



Student, Btinkley High, Jaclsason, 



11th Grade, Bri)^l«|y High, Jackson 




Date of arr^ati ; 17/Q/61. Illiitois Ce ntral Depot , 



Charge; \ 

Bacer 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth ; 
Height: ".; 
Welghtt 
Eyes: . 
Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Father : 

Mother: 



.jjCaptain 

iifepartmeaf 



Police 





Mimis&jLppi'. ; 
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Education: 
Prior arrests: 



Comments 2 
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€ajp>ia'ia 



Beteetive -Bureau*. 



Police Department* J&elson,'- Mississippi, advised tiaat 
the following indi^iiual© 'were- tried .in- Jac&soa £9bb1c1s^2 
Court', Jackson, nississippi., oaVjuly ? f 19®ls '.: ',"""" 



stat©®!' that all o£ tae/alsov®' ±m*r- 
dividual© were tried for v£©lati©a of - Section 5007 »§,' 
Elississippi" Code. ' All- eater-cad ml©as Of not guilty 
t&rougn their attorney ] l 4aekson. All de~ 

foaeaats were convicted -and • ^nt@nc@d_&Q_2au£_ iaoatlas 



'in Jail and fined $H©© ; . Acceding tel 

-defendants were' -transferred- to ^no. liads county .Fail-, 
jjaelsfjoa, Mississippi..' '-'-.. .- 



[advised tads?® v/er© a© incidents'' 

duriag tis© course of ih® ateov© trial. . 



On 



7/7/®!'' Jackson, OitSsissi^jpi ■ pile # 



by - " ■ •M.HDBtBft -g* BBLGBSS083/oal 



.Date dictated 7/7/fll 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It, Is the property of the FBI ^nd is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, 
Hinds County, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the following 
Freedom Rider prisoners were transferred from the Hinds County 
Jail, Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi State Peni- 
tentiary, Par chman, Mississippi, On July 11, 1961: 



GILFOY advised that 



would 



be kept in custody at the Hinds County Jail, Jackson, because 
he was only | ~| years of age . 



On July 26, 1961 J 

nnuntv Sheriff's Off ice, Jackson, Mississippi 

j was 

night of July 25, 1961. 



_ Deputy, Hinds 
. , advised that 

was released on $500 cash appeal bond the 
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Transmit the following in 



Via 



AIRTEL 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

HEREIN IS TIHC LASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 TIC BAW/SAB/STi 



-SAC, HOUSTON (44-786) 



If 




FREEBUS 



RE: Houston teletype to the Bureau, 8/15/61. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are ten copies of a 
letterhead memorandum bearing the captions "PROGRESSIVE 
YOUTH ASSOCIATION, COIIGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY. " This 
dual caption was used because the activities reported on 
constituted a joint operation of these two organizations. 

Two copies of this memorandum are being furnished 
to' the Los Angeles Office. 

One copy of this memorandum is being disseminated 
to CIC, U. S. Army, Houston, Texas. 

The confidential s ource mentioned on page one 
of the enclosed memorandum is | 



' r ^Jr Bureau 




(Enc. TlO> (RI4) 

(1 - 157-6-19-FYA) — for <n *rV7 vs7 

2 - Los Angeles (157-367) (Enc. 2) (RM) c °" 3 l/£ / - 3% / 

6 - Houston 3 Hf>!l*tl 



(1 - 157-151 - CORE) 



£2 - 44-786 - FREEBUS) 
157-153 

157-179 - PYA) 
^jJP ^ " 80 ~ 284 " Dissemination File) 
*n (1 - 62-1364 sub 4. - Jlac£.al Hatters) 
Agency flsX^J^ui. 

ED:yk Req. Rec'd WffYf'GJ 

(11) D ate Forw. -■■fyJ-H~pjh 

fa\ 'b ^ d OE) l d fiP % WjlJa^jJ/ 
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The indices of the Houston Office contain no 
references to the eleven California residents arrested in 
connection with this matter other than information set out 
in Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau, 6:35 PM, 8/9/61. 
Houston files reflect the seven Houston Negroes who were 
arrested with the California group are all merabers of the 
Progressive Youth Association and have been active in PYA 
sit-in demonstrations seeking to integrate various Houston 
restaurants, including the one at Union Station. Houston 
indices contain no other references identifiable with 
these seven individuals. 



LEADS 



LOS A1TGELES ; 



AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA: 



b2 
b7D 



Los Angeles is requested to review office files 
pertaining to the eleven individuals from the Los Angeles 
area mentioned in the accompanying memorandum, and to suls- 
rai t a letterh ead memorandum including information furnished 
by | and other pertinent information of a subversive 



nature pertaining to the eleven individuals. 



HOUSTON: 



AT HOUSTON. TEXAS: 



Will maintain contact with established sources and 
advise the Bureau and interested offices of pertinent 
developments in this matter. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Houston, Texas 
August 16, 1961 



ALL IHFOBJIATIIOII CONTAINED , 
HERE III 15 UNCLASSIFIED' 

DATE 11-12-2P09 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STF 



PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC, 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 



On August 9, 1961, a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past advised that a 
group of twelve "F_r_e_edom Rider s" sponsored by the Congress 
of .Racial Equality had arranged to depart from Los Angeles, 
California, at 9T00 PM on August 9, 1961, via Southern 
Pacific Railroad en route Houston, Texas. Source stated 
this group wouid be traveling on Coach Car Number 205. 
Source stated the announced intention of this group was to 
test the segregation laws at Houston, Texas. The group 
was scheduled to arrive at Houston, Texas, at approximately 
9s 20 AM on August 11, 1961. 
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On August 11, 1961, Detective 
Investigator for Office of Chief of Police, Houston, Texas, 
advised that the above Southern Pacific train actua lly 



arrived at Houston, Texas, at 9:55 AM on that date.[ 



reported a group of six individuals met this train and he 
was able to identify these individuals as members of the 
Progressive Youth Association (PYA) , a group which has been 
very active in recent months in Houston, Texas. Bass pointed 
out the PYA has staged a number of sit-in demonstrations at 
various restaurants in Houston, including the union Station 
Restaurant where several of them were previously arrested. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency? it and its contents aire not to be distributed 
outside your agency. tg-rf J q ^ n ^ 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY ,' 



related a group of approximately twelve 



individuals were observed to disembark from Coach Number 
205 on this trait* and they v/ere warmly _emb^a^ed by the 
Houston, Texas , group mentioned above . r 



stated the 



group arriving on this train consisted of individuals of 
both sexes and of both the white and Negro races, and they 
appeared to be between 18 and 25 years of age. 



On August 11 t 1961 



Investigator, 



Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) ,, advised the above 
group had been observed to arrives at the Southern Pacific 
Railway Station in Houston and that they were met by a group 
of indi viduals wha n he identified as members of the PYA at 
Houston, stated he talked to the conductor of this 



train and to several passengers, all of whom were aware of 
the identities of this group as a group of California 
"Freedom Ri ders." T he conductor and several passengers 
reported to l I that the "Freedom Riders" were very 

loud and boastful during the trip; from California to Texas 
and they walked throughout this train telling the other 
passengers they were going to Houston, Texas, and that they 
would "break the Union Station restaurant at Houston wide 
open." 



Detective 



mentioned above, pointed out on 
August 11, 1961, that there were no eating facili ties at 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Station at Houston. l 



was able to determine the California group, after leaving 
the train at the Southern Pacific Station, entered several 
private automobiles provided by the Houston PYA mem bers 
and the entire party then left this station. I H learned 
that this entire group went directly to the offices of J 
Houston Attorneys 



if 



who regularly furnish legal assist ance and guidance 
to members of the PYA at Houston . 1 I s tated this group 

spent approximately one hour in the offices of these 
attorneys, and that several members of the group later 
visited' the offices of the PYA located in the 2200 block 
of Dowling Street.! 



V> 1 



» 



s be 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY | 



mentioned above, advised on 



August 11, 1961, that throe members of the above group, 
including two Negro members of the PYA at Houston, pro- 
ceeded to the Union Station at 11:55 AM on August 11, 
1961, and purchased seven one way tickets for travel by 
Missouri Pacific Rai lroad from Houston, Texas, to DeQuincy, 
Louis iana. l I was informed that these were the cheapest 

tickets which could be purchased at Houston, Texas, for 
interstate rail travel. 



Detective 



mentioned above, advised on 



August 11, 1961, that a grotip of Negro and white persons 
arrived at the Union Station at 1:48 PM on August 11, 
1261, and entered the restaur ant at the Union Station 
where they took seats , \~ 



stated there was considerable 



confusion resulting from various members of this group 
entering and leaving the restaurant to make purchases in 
the lobby, but it appeared to him that this group con- 
sisted of approximately twelve "Freedom Riders" from 
California and four or more individu als from Houston 
who were members o f the PYA j | stated that£ 



] 



of the Union Station Restaurant, declined 
to serve this group and requested that the y leave. W hen 
this group refused to leave the restaurant ) I left 

the restaurant and announced he was going to the Houston 
Police Department and attempt to obtain arrest warrants. 



August 11, 1961, that 



me: 



tipned above, reported on 
later returned to this 
restaurant and stated he had been unable to obtain arrest 
warrants through the Houston Police Department or the 
Corporation Court but that he had j proceeded to the Harris 
county Court House and had obtained warrants from the 
office of a Justice of the Peace, 5 charging the sit-in 
demonstrators with unlawful assembly. 



] reported two uniforroed police 



officers arrived at this restaurant at approximately 3:00 PM 
on August 11, 1961, and talked briefly with each of the 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY ; 



sit-in demonstrators, obtaining their identities, and 
observed railway tickets in their possession. All of 
these demonstrators were then placed under arrest, were 
escorted to police vehicles and left the Union Station 
at approximately 3:35 PM. | 



stated that during the entire 
time this group of demonstrators Was in the Union Station 
there appeared to be no threat of violence or any distur- 
bance of any sort and the activities in the station appeared 
to be normal for that time of day. The arrested persons left 
the station quietly but began singing as they were driven 
away from the station. i 



On August 12, 1961, Detective | | reported 

that an examination of Identification Bureau records at the 
Houston Police Department on August 12, 1961, disclosed 
that a total of 18 persons were actually arrested at union 
Station, Houston, Texas, on August 11, 1961. He stated 
that eleven of these individuals were "Freedom Riders" 
from California and seven were Houston members of the PYA. 



pointed out the seven railway tickets which had been 

purchased for travel between Houston and DeQuincy, Louisiana, 
mentioned above, were apparently for use of the seven 
Houston members of this group inasmuch as the travelers from 
California reportedly held return* tickets from Houston to 
Los Angeles. ! 

On A ugust 12, 1961 , Harris County Assistant Chief 
Deputy Sheriff | | confirmed that the above group 

of 13 individuals had been brought to the Harris County 
Jail after having been i nitially pr ocessed at the Houston, 
Texas, Police Department J | stated that all members 

of the above gr oup remaine d in jail and declined to seek 



release on bail ] stated the date of the trial of 



these individuals had not been announced. 

r 

The following identifying information concerning 
the 18 individuals arrested on August 11, 1961, was fur- 
nished by Detective from a review of the records 



4 — 



RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY j 

■ ! 

of the Identification Division, Houston Police Department, 

on August 12, 1961, and August 15; 1961. Bass stated that 

each of these individuals was arrested on a charge of 

unlawful asseitibly: \ 
^ ! 



Born 



iTexas 



Robert Paul^aufman ^^^^.^M^L 
Whxte male - ^ 

Born January 28, 1938, 
New York, New .York, 
Residence 2734 Haste, 
Berkeley, California 




Bornf 



Born 



Bornf 



Mississippi 




1 



liOuisiana 



tMassachusettSi 



» >" 




RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCITiTIOH, IHC, 
COHGRSSS OF RACIAL EQU&LITY 



Bom 



New Yorlc 



Bom r 



New York 



Bom I 







Born I 




(city not shown) j 



Bom I 



Bornl 



RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY i 




Robert EarT%oTJiss 
Negro male / i 
Born January. IS, 1S30,. 
Chappel Hill.fcjrcacas 
RGSidGnce^2520^ Staples, | 
Houston, Texas 



Born | 



1 Texas 



Bom I 



Texas 



- 7 - 



RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY [ 











Bom| 






[Toxass 







be 

b7C 



| pointed out that a review of the above data 

disclosed the California group consisted of four white males, 
three white females, three Negro males, and one Negro female, 
while the Houston group consisted: of four Negro males and 
three Negro females. He stated that all members of the 
Houston group had been identified! previously through their 
activities as members of PYA. 1 

On August 12, 1961, an article appeared in "The 
Houston Post" captioned "Eleven Freedom Riders Arrested at 
Station." This article identified the spokesman for the 
California group as Robert Kaufman, 23, of Berkeley, Califor- 
nia. Kaufman was reported to have stated his group was 
sponsored by the Congress of Racial Equality and the activities 
of his group were "a definite attempt to test integration in 
Houston." Kaufman stated his California group held round trip 
tickets from Los Angeles to Houston and return. This article 
further reported that all 18 of these arrested persons went 
to jail rather than post bonds of - $500.00 each. Kaufman 
stated that his group would not post bonds and would serve 
out any sentence. All of the demonstrators were identified 
in this article as students. Kaufman related that his group 
had visited the PYA before going to the Union Station 
restaurant. [ 

The above article further reported that two weeks 
previously Mayor Lewis cutrer of Houston had met with Negro •-— 
attorneys and announced that no legitimate travelers would 
be arrested in the union Station Restaurant unless warrants 
were sworn out against thorn. This article reported that 
the Houston City Attorney had held that the restaurant 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY 



could not legally refuse service to any interstat e travel er. 
This article also reported Assistant police chief 



I I had stated that his officers were only executing 

warrants in arresting the above travelers and that the 
police department at Houston would not file charges on 
people in interstate travel. 

On August 14, 1961, "The Houston Post" carried 
an article captioned "Four Riders' Out on Bond After Fight." 
This article reported that four white California "Freedom 
Riders" who were part of the 18 persons arrested for Unlaw- 
ful Assembly on August 11, 1961, were released on bond from 
Harris County Jail on the evening of August 13, 1961. These 
four individuals stated they had been beaten by other jail 
prisoners and desired their release to prevent further 
beatings. \ 

This article reported the "Freedom Riders" were 
visited at the jail on August 13,; 1961, by George "Washington, 
Jr., one of their attorneys. After learning of the alleged 
beatings, Washington arranged for bonds of $500.00 each to 
be posted for the following four individuals: 

■ 

Robert Kaufman, 23, Berkeley, California, described 
as the spokesman for the group; Steven E. McNichols,. 22, Los 
Angeles, California; Joseph M. Stevenson, 18, Hollywood, 
California; and Stephen H. Sanfield, 24, Hollywood, California* 

This article pointed out the four who were released 
on bond were the only white men in the group from California. 
It was reported that none of the 14 persons who remained in 
jail had complained of trouble with other prisoners. The 
three white women from California reportedly stated that 
they had been treated well. • 

t 

This article further reported that Captain w. L. 
Bond, Jailer, had observed a cut on Kaufman's head and was 
advised by Kaufman this had resulted from a fall against a 
table. Kaufman acknowledged that he had made this explana- 
tion to the jailer. ' 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY; 



On August 14, 1961, Detect ive| |Special 

Investigator for Office of Chief of Police, Houston, Texas, 
stated that no date for the trial of persons arrested in 
connection with this matter had been set, but that the 
Harris County Courts were very crowded and he expected 
there would be an appreciable delay before they were 

tried. s 

| 

On August 15, 1961, "The Houston Post" carried 
an article captioned "Two Sides Agree Case of Four Freedom 
Riders Closed." This article reported that Attorney George 
Washington, Jr., had agreed with [officers of the Sheriff's 
Department on August 14, 1961, that the alleged beating of 
four California "Freedom Riders" s in the County Jail was a 
closed case. Washington reportedly made inquiries among 
the 14 remaining prisoners in the jail on Monday, August 14, 
1961, and stated none of these individuals had any complaints. 
Washington was quoted as follows:: "We are not disturbed and 
we are not trying to embarrass the Sheriff's office. So far 

as I am concerned the incident is closed." 

[, 

This article further reported that District Attorney 
Frank Briscoe stated his office was checking on the legality 
of the Califoraians « arrest for unlawful assembly. Briscoe 
Stated he expected to know within about three days whether 
the charges could be prosecuted. \ 
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F B I 



Date: 



8-14-61 



Transmit the following in 

A I R T E L 

Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI all information contained 

HERE IK IS UUC LAS 3 1 FIED 

PROM: SAC, HOUSTON (44-786) date 11-12-2009 by 60324 uc baw/sab/stR 
SUBJECT : PREEBUS 

RE: Houston airtel to Bureau dated 8-12-61. 

The "Houston Post 11 newspaper, dated 8-14-61, carried 
an article captioned "Pour Riders Out On Bond After Fight . " 
This article reported . that four white California "Freedom 
Riders", who were part of the 18 persons arrested for 
Unlawful Assembly on 8-11-61, were released on bond from 
Harris County Jail on Sunday night, 8-13-61. These four 
individuals stated they had been beaten by other jail 
prisoners and desired thejr- release to prevent further 
beatings . 

; ,< 
This article reported, the ''FreedotfK^Rdjders " ' 
were visited at the jail on 8-13-61, ,by GEORGMASHINGTON, 
JR., one of their attorneys. After learning of^tehe alleged 
"beatings, V$SH3Bi3KN arranged for bonds of $500 each to be 
posted for..; the. following four individuals: 

B. APPHOX. / *'•''/£ 

l^BERT^tf^UFMAN,/ 23, Berkley, California, described 
as the spokesman irS^he group; STEVEN E^TtM^ICHOLS, 22, . 

■^P^Z /a„a b7ap>rox. -*' * r / 
3 L Bureau (AM) 

'2-Los Angeles (157-367) (AM) 

1- New Orleans (INFO) (AM) 

2 - Houston . . ■ - :l 
ED/md. 

(8) .> 



J 





K\ AUG m m 




HO 44-786 



Los Angeles, California; 
California; and STEPHEN :H 




[^STEVENSON, 18, Hollywood, 
LNFIELD, 24, Hollywood, California. 

1 wfm. , .... t . 

This article pointed out the four who were / 
releasedon bond were the only white men in the group from 
California. It was Re ported that none of the 14 persons who 
remained in Jail l«Ey9^alned of trouble with other prisoners 
The three white womeff*l|pfi California reportedly stated that 
they had been treated well. 

This article further reported that Captain W., L. 
BOND, Jailer, had n a|agflgyed a cut on KAUFMAN'S head and was 
advised by KAUFMSM|^BB|)ad resulted from a fall against a 
table. KAUFMAN a^WPIR^ged that he had made this explanation 
to the jailer. 



On 8-14-61, Detective 



Special investigator 



for Office of Chief of Police, Houston, Texas, stated that no 
date for the trial of persons arrested in connection with 
this matter had been set, but that the Harris County Courts 
were very crowded and he expected there would be an appreciable 
delay before they were tried. 

The Bureau and. interested offices will be kept . 
advised of further developments. \ 



i 




i-'. ALL IUFORHATIOr; COHTAIHED 
HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STf 



FEDERA'. ;r. . t. rmm 

0. S. OcPArtl'MENT ju-.ccc 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

AUG 161961 

TELETYPE 




be 

•b7C 



Mr. Tolsosa_ 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 



6, 




irf, 'URGENT^S-lS-St 7-09PM EDST JFB 




C5 



Mr. Conrad 

Df T r.ach. 
Mr. ^va; 
Mv. Malom 
fr. Rosea. 
Mr. Sulli 

Mr. Ta'srsl 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. &oom_ 
Mv. In;y\-am_ 
Miss Goady- 




ELD 



DIRECTOR / 100-2258 92/ AND SAC NEW YORK AND WASfJNGTONfeF 

NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 

FROM SAC RICHMOND / 157-231/ IP „ <f- 

FREEBUS , RM. RE MYTEL AUGUST SIXTEEN INSTANT. CH^TERED"' ' 

GREYHOUND BUS NUMBER SIX EIGHT FIVE TWO ARRIVED HARRISONBURG, 

VA.. THREE P.M., DST TODAY AND DEPARTED FOUR THIRTY, P.H. , UST 

REC-31 lf>\ 

ENROUTE WASHINGTON, D.C. FREEDOM RIDERS SERVED MEAL At Gf 



HOUND FACILITIES, HARRISONBURG, VA., WITHOUT INCIDENT. Ngg AU c lgci 
OTHER INCIDENTS HARRISONBURG, VA. 
END ACK PLS 
7-10 PM OK FBI WA RAC 



TU DISC 'V v 




^ ^mi COPIES WFQfp 
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Date: AUGUST 9, 1961 



Transmit the following in 

A I R T E L 

Via _ 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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.ALL. KIFOFJIATISIL £QHTAIHED ; L. 



HERE If J IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAF/SABVSTW 

TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW HAVEN 
FRSEBUS 



(157-263) 



Re Newark airtel to the Bureau, dated August 3, 1961, contain- 
ing letterhead memorandum. 

Enclosed are eight copies for the Bureau, two copies for New 
Orleans and one information copy for Newark of a letterhead 
memorandum. One copy is being sent to weyrk for information 
in view of the fact that 



employed by the West field, New Jersey, 



iwa: 

_isi 



as previously 



It is noted that the Cromwell City Directory, Cromwell, Conn- 
ecticut, and the Credit Bure au of C entral Connecticut, Meriden, 
Connecticut, reflect the name 
of it. 



as having an "E" on the end 



Newark indices reflect no information identifiable with 



.... mct oam^\ ■ 

3 - Bureau (ENCL - 8) 

- New Orleans (ENCL - 2) (157-351) 
1 - Newark (ENCL - 1)^57-628) (INFO) 

1 - New Haven ■ 

Agency $T..X*.CnW.S.®*ajUj.(lM£ . ^ 
Eeq. p.cc'd ,.. ' ' : • 

Approved: | \ fflV ^ ent ^ er 



wo 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



4 

'TtJS 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Haven 10 , Connecticut 
; August 9, 1961 



'. ALL IJjFORMATiptJ COHTAIHED '■ • ■' ; ' •'. ' 

HEREIN 'JS TMCLASSI? IED ■ ' ' ' '' ''"V.-/'' ■ 
.•DATE ■ 11 12-3009 BY 60324 UC" BAljJ/SAB/STW'' 



b6 
"b7C 



RE: FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
GREYHOUND BUS 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI , 
JULY 21, 1961 : 



On August 9, 1961, 



Credit Bureau 



of Central Connecticut . Meriden. Conn ect ic ut> advised 
that her records reflect] I is_T 



[who reside at[ 



1 Connecti ctitT" Thev previously resid ed I 



as al 



1 Connecticut J 



lis employe 



"atT 



1 and was previously emp loyed as an 



i 



K« enmlovftd aJs TT" 



1 in Hartford. Connecticu t 



A daughter was born to I 

di 



Connecticut . 



and another daughter 1 on [ 



1 



wai — . . * J.J. i.. 

I have been known in the credit files 
since 1935 and their credit rating is very good. 



1 



advised that 



J Connecticut , is a gra duate of Middletown High 



] 



School. Middletown. Connecticut \ 

and as of |_ 



was a freshman at Syracuse University, Syracuse. New York. 
She state d this is the only information available o nl 
Hand there is no credit rating. 



On August 9, 1961 



Identifi- 



cation Division, Connecticut State Police, Hartford, Conn- 



' 7 




he 

blC 



ec t icu t . advised she could locate no record i den t i f i ahl e 
with ! I The Conn- 

ecticut State Police covers the Town of Cromwell, Connecticut, 



This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency i it and its contents are; not 
to be distributed outside your agency . ; v - ; . 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



RNMENT 



.UNITED STATES GKgfe 

Memoramum 



TO 



FRO! 



SUBJEl 





DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, NEW HAVEN 



date: 



August 9, 1961 



(149-42) 



be 

b7C 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, GREYHOUND BUS, 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JULY 16, 1961 
RM; CR 

ORIGIN: NEW ORLEANS 



Re: 



New Orleans airte'l to'the bureau aatea V/ia/ol. 




There is enclosed herewith eight copies of a letter- 
head memorandum for the Bureau and one copy for the 
New O rleans Office ref lecting investigation conducted 



by SA[ 



at Bridgeport, Connecticut, 



The New Haven indices contain id inf ormation identifi- 
able withl 



-RUC- 



ALL DIFOBHATIOI C OHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STCT 




jureau • 
1-New Orleans 
1-New Haven 
HJS/mec 
(4) 

Agency 



■••■-■■->• - 

■"■ (Eric Is. 8) 

(Enc. 1) (157-346) (Info.) 
(149-42) 

REG- 23 



SX^.-fc^__; « AUG to I 

<r0 f$ How Forw 

• ^ By 

* A 




S3 



_2> 



2 5 <S6 l 





ITED STATES DEPARTMENT 



i 



JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Haven 10, Connecticut 

August 9, 1961 

AH TIIFpEMATIOII COHTAilED ' • 'I ; ' , ' ' ; - / V.* • 

HEREI-H is' UNCLASSIFIED _ ' ' ■ '• ■ .. . ' /■■' 

DATE ll-12-'2009'-B.T -603-24 UC BAU/SAB7-STO . • ; • . ' .' < ! - 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, GREYHOUND 
BUS, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, JULY 16, 

' 1961 
RACIAL MATTERS ; CIVIL RIGHTS 



b6 

,b7C 



On July 26, 1961, | | University 

of Bridgepor t. 285 Park AVenue, Bri dgeport. Connecticut, 
advised that l I enrolled in the fall of 

1959, completed one semes teK and withdrew during the second 
semester. without reason sometime during the spring of 1960. 
The exact dates of enrollment or : withdrawal were hot reflected 
these records. ^ Q ^ ■. / . ^ 



in 



At the time he enrolled 
.residence was listed as 
New York. 



and at the time he withdrew, his 



On July 26, 1961, 



Bridgeport Credit 



Rating Bureau, 177 State Street , Br idgeport, Connecticut, 
advised that a search of her files failed to reflect any 
information identifiable with ! I 



On July 31, 1961, Officer 



Bridgeport, 



Connecticut, Police Department, advised that a search of his 
files failed to reflect any information identifiable with] 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI arid is loaned to : 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. '. V •:;'••■ :.'■-■ " 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Reporting Office 

NEW ORLEANS 


Office of Origin 

NEW ORLEANS 


Dote 

8/9/61 


Investigative Period 

7/5 - 26/61 


TITLE OF CASE 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus Terminal 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 5, 1961 

/"V <t - er f> }m ■ l/f /•/''- - > 


Report made by 

§A HUNTER E. HELGESON 


Typed By: 

eah 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

RMjCR 



REFERENCES 



New Orleans phone call to Bureau, 7/5/61. 
New Orleans teletype to Bureau, 7/5/61. 

- p " ' 
LEADS 

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 



ALL IIFOPBATIOH COKTAIfrED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED • 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC- BAW/SAB/STCT 



AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders, 




Approved 



Copies made: 



(4 }-' BUREAU .- r t\& y - 
3 - NEW ORLEANS (157^325) 

\<\t' \ n fi 




V - 



\ it ' 



^opertjr of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBl\ jt&iex it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 

"fr U. S. QOVBRflfMBNT PRINTING OFFICE! tSOB O— 3-147 SO 



if 



NO 157-325 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



An additional copy of this report is designated 
for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs 
that a copy be furnished to the kj. S. Attorney, Jackson. 



' ..-EM.: 
COVER PAGE 



, FD-204 (.Rev. 3-3-59) 



UNrTCD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JlStlCE J$' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 



Copy to: 



Report of: 
Date: 

Field Office File No.: 
Title- 



Character: 



Synopsis,- 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 
8/9/61 

157-325 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus Terminal 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 5, 1961 



Office: jjEW ORLEANS 



Bureau File No.: 



RACIAL MATTERS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



AIL INFOPJIATIOM COHTAIHED 
HERE II 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAE/STW 



Three Freedom Riders, identified in details in report, 
entered Trailways Bus Terminal, Jackson, Miss., at 2:00 PM, 
7/5/61. All arrested by Jackson PD when they failed to 
obey the orders of Jackson PD Officer to move on. All 
charged with Breach of the Peace. No incidents at time of 
arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/7/61 and, 
after NG pleas, were convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code. Were sentenced to 4 months in jail and 
fined $200. All transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 
7/11/61. One released on $500 cash appeal bond 7/25/61. 



DETAILS: 



- P - 



Investigation in t his case was predic ated upon 



J Jackson 



receipt of information from 

non- Violent Movement, Jackson, Mississippi, on July 5, 1961. 
She advised that in about ten minutes three Negro male 
Freedom Riders from Jackson would enter the white waiting 
room of the Trailways Bus Terminal at Jackson and attempt 
to purchase bus tickets. 



to Captain! 



T he above inf ormation was telephonically furnished 



be 

-b7C 



] Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG 



Date 



N 



he 

(jb7C 



7/17/61 



Chief of Detectives M. B. PI1BCB, Police 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi , advised that at 
2:00. m, July 5, '1961, three Hegro males entered the 
front door of the whit e waiting ro om of the Trailways 
Bus Terainal . Captain [ l ot the Police ' De- 

parts© at, who Tias at the. terminal » approached the three 
individuals and ordered them to move on. They told hisa 
they intended to purchase bus tickets. Captala[ 



again ordered then to move on and , when they refused 
to do so, he placed them under arrest on a charge of 
Breach of tile Peace. They were escorted to a patrol ' : ■ '. 
car, brought to the -City Jail, - and booked . 

PX3BC3 advised tiiere 'were no-.ineide'ats .la 
connection with the -above arrests. 

PISBCE furnished the following information 
concerning those arrested ffoa. Police; Bepa^tesent records"! 



Name: 

Jackson pb #s ■ 

Residence: ; 

Date of arrest: 

Charger ' 

Race* - 

Sest 

Ages 

Date of toirthi 

Place of hirtia: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Bair: 

Co»plexion: 

Build* 
Occupations 
Marital 'status: 
Father i 

Mother t- 



7/5/61 • ... 

Breach of the '-'Peace 



Student. Lanier Ei'gh '.School 



On 



7/5/61 



.at 



Jackson, Mississippi 



File # 



157^320 



by 



SA HUNTER 3. HELGESON/eail 



.Date dictated 



7/11/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the . FBI .and is [loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside y,our. agency . .• .. . 




NO 157-325 



be 

b7C 



Education: 
Prior arrests j 
Comments: 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence:^ 
Bat*? ©forest: 

■w-. - ■ » i ' 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 

Mother : 
Iducation: 
Prior arrests: 



*S * 



11th grade 
None admitted 
Member of HMCP 



* 



~77W^T~- ~ 

i^iiLoi the Feaee 



Mississippi 



Student, Lanier High School 



11th grade 
Jackson PD 



6/29/56, 



Jackson PD 



5/7/60. 



he 

hlC 



NO 157-325 



Xane: 

Jackson PD 
Residence r 

Date of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: ■■■■ 

Age: 

Date of birth; 

Place of birth? 

alight: 

Weight} 

lyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 

Mother: 
Education : 
Prior arrests: 



7/5/61 (2tJL0 ; P9) 
Breach of the Peace 



Mississippi 



Student . Lanier High School 



11th grade 

Hone admitted; however, PDrecoad s 
reflect Jackson PP. arrest 



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60)' 



i 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG, 



Date 



N 



7/19/61 



■ be 

b7C 



Captain | | Detectlve Bureau , 

Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
the following individuals were tried in Jac&son 
Municipal Court, Jackson, Mississippi, on July 7, 
1961: 



stated that all of the above in- 
dividuals were tried for violation of Section 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code. All entered pleas of not guilty 



through their attorney [ 



Jackson . 



All 

ur months 
all of 



defendants were convicted and sentenc; 
in jail and fined $200. According to 
the above defendants were transferred to the Hinds 
County Jail, Jacisson, Mississippi. 



advised there were no incidents. 



during the course of the trial. 



On nt Jackson, Mississippi File # 157-325 

by SA fflJNTBR S. HBLGESOK/eah , / Date dictated 7/13/81 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property, of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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NO 157-325 



On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, 
Hinds County, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the fdllowfag 
individuals, confined to the Hinds County Jail, Jackson, 
Mississippi, were transferred to Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
Parchman, Mississippi, on July 11, 1961: 




Deputy, H inds 



On July 26, 1961^ _ „ , 

County Sheriff' s Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that£ 

I I wftB released on $500 cash appeal bond on the night 

of July 25, 1961. 



] 
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~ FEDkRAL BUREAU OF .«v£.T.' I -..-N 
U S DEPARTMENT OK !U.SliCf. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ^ 
AUG o i-^ 1 <4'' 

ALL IIFORJIATIOI COHTAIHED 
HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BA1/SAB/STI 



TELETYPE 



/f - 





Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad__ 



*?r. DeLoach. 
Mr. Evans. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. "SufinFa: 
Mr. Tawel 
Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Room_ 
Mr. Ingram. 
Miss Gm&g. 





URGENT y 8- 20-61 4-08 PM CST LM 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

LOW SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ IP 
FREEBUS • FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG. TWENTY. .'■ 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE EIGHT NINETEENTH SUMMARY. 
TOTAL^ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND TWO THREE 
SIX . PAID FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED 
ON PR 0|^Jfj REUSED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RE- 
LEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE. NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL 
FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS COUNTY AND JACKSON_CITY JAILS. 

A-jr '?s '>m 



be 

hlC 



END AND ACK PLS f 



WA .$-09. PM OK FBI WA 4& 
TU DISCV 




''X . \ 



' " „ S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS StCal-iJ 
AUG 18 Bo! <^ 



ALL IHFOKMATIOIf'CONTAIHED 
HEREIN IS OTpLJLSSIFIED 

DATE 11-1^009 BY 60324 UC BAIJ/3AB/3T¥ 

URGE 




8-18-61 
DIRECTOR, FBI 



7-09 



PM C 




Mr. I;; 0 v,_ 

ffir. Conrad.. 
Mr. DeLoael 
Mr. Evi 
Mr. Mai! 
Mr. &ose! 
Mr. Sulli 
Mr. Tavel 



1\ 



FROM SAC, HOUSTON A4-786/ 
lOFREEBUS. VfflfRRIS COUNTY SHERIFF- S OFFICE ADVISED TWO ZERO 
FIVE PM THIS DATE APPROXIMATELY TEN NEGROES IDENTIFIED AS 
MEMBERS OF PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION AND BELIEVED TO 
BE STUDENTS AT TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY APPEARED AT HARRIS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND BEGAN PICKETING • GROUP CARRIED SIGNS 
STATING QUOTE FRANK BRISCOE DOES NOT KNOW LAW, AND ICC 
LAWYERS DO. END QUOTE. THIS APPARENTLY RELATED TO ANNOUNCE- 
MENT BY STATE DISTRICT ATTORNEY FRANK BRISCOE, PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED, THAT HE WOULD ANNOUNCE DECISION AUGUST EIGHTEENTH 
INSTANT REGARDING POSSIBLE PROSECUTION OF QUOTE FREEDOM 
RIDERS END QUOTE NOW IN HARRIS COUNTY JAIL. PICKETS 
REMAINED ONLY TWENTY MINUTES AND LEFT WITHOUT DISTURBANCE. 

AS PICKETS LEFT THEY WERE RECIPIENTS OF JEERS FROM JAIL 
Iffy* r • 

[NDOWS OF COUNTY JAIL. DECISION OF 




Mr. Trotter, 

Tele. Rood 

Mr. Ingranu»_ 
Miss G&adyu. 




INMA©£fL0£K5£<|^0gT WII 



DA BRISCOE NOT ANNOUNCED. CIC AND HOUSTON POLICE 
DEPA'RTMgRf^S^g^DVISED. LA ADVISED AM. 



m-29/ 



END AND ACK PLS 

WA 9-13 PM OK FBI WA RAC. < ? 

wiJ.i, ; ■' 

TU DISC 




P 



8-21-61 



airtel 




To: SAC, Houston (44-786) 



From,: ' Director, . FBI ^f 1 "' 1 : 

All IIJF0B1IATICN C QHTAIHED 
HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-20.09 BY 60324 UC BATJ/3AB/STW 

Reurtel 8-18-61. 

Furnish pertinent information contained in retel in 
letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. 



RBL:cag 
(5) 




NOTE: 

Negroes believed to be students at Texas Southern 
University picketed Harris County Courthouse 8-18-61 concerning 
possible prosecution of "Freedom Riders" presently in Harris 
County Jail. 



REC- 29 

FREE3US 



Tolson T 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans _ 

Mai one 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel — * 

Trottei 

Tele. Roam . 

ngram 

dy 



"MAILED. & 



AUG 2 1 1961 

CO.MM-FBT 



5 $&ys 



.V 



E UNIT 



□ 




,4 



T • 




U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

COMMUNICATIONS S) 




ALL IHFOFMA.TION C OBTAINED 
HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 





Callaha. 
Mss, Gohrad. 
Mr. DeLoacI 
!J Mr. Evans 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr, 

Mr. Trotter _ 

Tele. &oora___ 
Mr. IngraKU-.^, 



4-53 PM 



WFM 



1 P 





Z 8-21-61 
DIRECTOR, FBI 
. SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 

/ FREEBUS. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUG. TWENTY ONE, 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUG, TWENTY SUMMARY, TOTAL 
ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN • RELEASED ON BOND TWO THREE SIX, PAID / 
FINE FOUR, RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE, RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR, 
RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE, RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE 
ONE, NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS j 
COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL. 
38$ REC- 29 v ; - r 

END AND ACK 

PM OK FBI WA RAC 
TU DISC 

/ y 





F B I 
Date: 



Transmit the following in 
Via 



8/14/61 

AIR'i'JSlj,^^ ^ plain text or code) 

A TRMATTi 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



ALL INFOEHATIQN CONTAIHED 

HERE III 13 TJHC LAS 5 1 FIED 

DATE 11^12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/5T1 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROM : SAC, ATLANTA - (157-232) 



SUBJECT : FREE BUS 

RACIAL MATTERS 
POSSIBLE BOMBING MATTER 

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau and 
New Orleans 8/13/61. 

Enclosed are eight copies of letterhead 
memorandum concerning matter set forth in retel. 



b6 
b7C 



, , 111th CIC, 

Ft. rcctMierson, oa ., was notified of the threat at 
11:38 a.m. by SPC 1 "^ 1 



i 3 * Bureau (8 Ends . ) 
V T' - Atlanta 



ORH:mel 
(4) 




T^WSY?' — 

Approved: v- /*^" > 1 



Specia^l^ent in Charge 




rfnw - ">*«i>>H!ii„ 



5 ^^^OvV/f 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



fT^S 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JTTSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
August 14, 1961 



ALL IIF0BJ1ATI0M C OHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STW 



be 

b7C 

'b7D 



THREAT TO FREEDOM RIDERS RETURNING 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 13, 1961 : 
POSSIBLE THREAT TO BOMB 



At\approximately 7:45 a.m., on August 13* 1961, 



Georgia, receiWd a teleph one • call from an unk nown 
Individual, who\stated "if I l&re on 

t hat plane today they will be soy ry" J 
is l ~ \ and is a 



who had previously ridden to^aafckson. Mississippi, lis 



a freedom Rider. 

also one of the Freedom Riders whX.had previously gone 
to Jackson, Mississippi. [ 



is 



] 



were scheduled to return to Jackson, Mississippi, 
August 13* 1961, on Delta Airlines Flight 711 leaving 
Atlanta at 4:00 p.m., August 13 j , 1961, to appear for 
trial in Jackson on August 14, I96I. 

The Atlanta Police Depart ment was advis ed of 
the receipt of the telephone call 1 



Atlanta Police Department advised Officer| 

of the At lanta Airport Patrol of : the telephone call . 
~~| advised Delta Airlines. 



Delta 



Airlines, stated he considered the call a possible threat 
to bomb Delta Flight 711. 



[ 



land other Delta Airline employees 



conducted a search of all luggage on Delta Flight 711* 
and no one other than Delta employees were permitted near 
the plane pri or to a search of passengers luggage. 
I I stated no explosive was found in the search 

of passengers luggage, and Flight 711 dep arted. Atlanta 
at 4:00 p.m. on schedule. He stated that l I 



- ENCLOSURE 



RE: THREAT TO FREEDOM RIDERS b?c 
RETURNING TO JACKSON, MISS. 
AUGUST 13, 1961 



and 



were on the plane when it left. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 



> 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



"".-"-UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

^Memorandum 



TO 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-250) 



date: 8/1 V6l 



be 

b7C 



ALL IHFOREATTON COHTAIHED 

HE EE IN 13 USC LAS SIFTED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 



8/4/61 , 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I, 
TRAILWAYS BUS, 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JULY 2, 196I 

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS . CT ^ 

(00: New Orleans) pvs^. — , — . 

Reference report of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON, New Orleans, 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of 
letterhead memo randum reflecting Inv estigation at Durham, N. C. 



conducted by SA 



Two copies of letterhead 



memorandum are being furnished the New Orleans office as 
enclosures, 

A check of the Charlotte office indices concerning 

I was negative. 



On 8/9/61, an anonymous telephone call was made 
to the Duke University* Student In formation Desk. It w as 
determin ed through this call thatT I home 

address, I 




jMichigah, had been accepte 



for admission to the Duke University Divinity School commencing 



RUC 



in September 1961. 

27- Bureau (En0. Qy J 1 

- New Orlearjfif (157-322) (Enc.- 2) 
1 - Charlotte££l57-250) 




CSM: jnr 
(5) 



7> 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

157-250 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
August Ik, 1961 



RE: FREEDOM RIDE, 196.1, 
Trailways Bus, 
Montgomery, Alabama, to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 



be 

b7C 



On August 9, 1961 . 



Rec ords Section. Durham. Nor th Carolina, Police Department, 
and l i Merchanta Association of Durham, 

Durham, North Carolina . 



any record for[ 



advised the y were unable to locate 
in their respective 



identification and credit records. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 



ALL BIFOKKATIOI COHTAIHED 
HERE IK 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BJW/3AB/STH 



ENCLOSURE 



FD-36 ^,Rey... J ^2-13-S6) 




F B I 

DQte: 8-17-61 



he 

hlC 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

A I R MA IL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



■ HERE IH 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EA¥/3AB/3TO 



TO: 



FROM: 



SUBJECT : 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-363) 

FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
TRAILWAYS BUS 
SHREVEPORT, LA. , TO 
JACKSON, MISS. , 8-4-61 
RM - CR 



Re New Orleans a irtel, 8-16-61. 

/ |/v Enclosed are eight (8) copies of 

? 7 a letterhead memorandum which is self-explanatory, 



- Bureau (Encl. 8) 



2 - New Orleans 
HGM/bal 



(5) 



Agenc; _ 
Req. Rec'd 
Date Forw 
How For 
By 



r; 



|! Mr. Tolson. 
Mr. Belmont. 

Mr. B-ro:ir_. 
Mr. CrJV ' -vu 
Mr. Conrad. 
Mr. ^"Viash. 

I Mr. SyDns 

Mr. 





EE, US. Wicfc 



"AS 




Approved: 




Sent 



AUa 23 )S6J 
M~~~ Per _ 



in Charge 




In Reply, Please.Befer to 
File No. 



# . :. * 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

August 17, 1961 



-ALL nJFOEHATIOII COHTAIHED " • '• , 

■'HEFJETU 15 'TJHC LAS SIFTED ' 
.DATE .11-12-2009 BY '60324 UC BAW/SAB/3TO 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
TMIIKAYS.BUS. 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 8-4-61, 



b6 
'hi 



Chief of Police, Harvey, Teas ley, Shreveoort , 
Jiouisiana, advised on August 11/1961 that 



were released on $150, 00 bond each on August 10, 



A 



along with[ 



Chief Teasley^stated that the a#oyc. p ersons , 



ere 



arraigned in District Court, Shreveport, iLouiisiana on 
August 11, I96I, at which time all six persons entered 
pleas of not guilty." The. trial was set for August .,1.8, 
1961 and all six persons were continued on botid. . ' . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. . It is; the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



ft 



b6 
blC 



FBI , 

i - •' 

1 ■ ■ ! 

Date: August "l7~i.s?61 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTBL 



PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



ALL INFORMATION 

HEREIN 
DATE 11 



y - ". ' > 

jj Mr. Tnlson . 

l ; Mr. Belmont — 

;• IZ»W 

?£f. Conrad — 
"■ . .-. '* ' ,'r ;.i .- 
Mr. ^-ars 
Mr. ; 

Hr.Jga«(«l< 
; Hr.l Cu: 
". Mr. T:-7cI ~. 
' Mr. Trailer — 

). Tele. Rocrn 

■[ Dir. Ingram — 
1 ! Miss GEiidy-— 
A-!t- 




TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROM: 



SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-264) 
SUBJSCT: iFRBEBUS/ 




On 8/16/61 Deputy 



Hinds County Sheriff's 
Dffice, Jackson, Miss, advised that the following FR prisoners were 
released on $500.00 cash appeal bond on 8/16/61. Their bonds are 
all returnable in Hinds County Court, Jackson, Miss, on 10/9/61: 



CONTAINED 
3 UHC LAS SIFTED 

12-2009 BY 60324 TJC DAW'S AD/ 



REG- 18 



(^-Bureau 
1-New Orleans 

I-I3I3:mh 
(4) 

C. C- Wi6R- 




28'Mfl 



Approved: v>u ' Sent M Per 

Special Agent in Charge 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



# 



F B I 



Transmit the following i 

AIRTEL 

Via 




Date: 8/16/61 

PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



be 

jo7C 
b7D 



ALL II 
HERE IN 
DATE 



TO: 
PROM: 
RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-363) 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
TRAILWAYS BUS 
SHREVEPORT, LA., TO 
JACKSON, MISS., 8/4/61 
RM - CR 

Enclosed are 8 copi es of letterhead memorandum set t- 
ing forthli Info rec eived from[ I 



3=Bureau (Ends. 8) 
2"-New Orleans 



]whose Identity should be concealed. 



JJB/lrs 
(5) 



•"ORHATIOII CuHTAIHID 
15 UHCLA3SIFIED 
12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAF/SAB/'STU 



1 L 



let q*€&> c<^a^ . 




11 





in 



"ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 



USTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



August l&,.196l" 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE IH 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/5AB/STI 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
TRAILWA.YS BUS 
SHREVEFORT., LOUISIANA, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 8/4/61 



b6 

b7C 
b7D 



A confidential source advised on August 10, 1961, that 

posted $150 bond for each 



of four persons arrested by local authorities in Shreveport at 
the Trailways Bus Center when attempting to integrate ..the 
facility there. He BajfoafrHEftT 



_______ iwere sreleased fifom the Cad do 

Sir~oh August lo, 19bl | 1 
J advised the source that xjujkjs naa offered financial 



assistance in the case but did not advise him whether bond 
money had been secured from that organization. 

On August 10, 1961, Judge; Robert J. O'Neal, First 
District Court, Caddo Parish, denied a motion requesting a 
Bill of Particulars for the defendants and took the motion to 
dismiss the charges under advisement and will rule on August 
U, 1961. 




/ 



This document contains neither re-, 
commendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distribut- 
ed outside your agency. 



7 ( s f 



FD-3«(R«*. 12-13-56) 



§ 




Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTF.L 



PB I 

Date: S/l8/6l 
PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MIL 



(Priority or Method of Matting) 



be 

b7C 

b7D 




DIRECTOR, FBI (- 

MEMPHIS (157-140) 



D 

FREEBUSv 
RM 



ALL IIJFOEHATIiJlI COHTAIHED 
HEBE III 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

EAl-E 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EA1/3AB/3TW 



. , Nashville 

Christian Leadership Council, Nashville, Tennessee, advised 
today that so far as she knows, there will be no additional 
freedom rider groups going from Nashville, Tennessee, to 
Jackson, Mississippi, for some time. She stated that the 
only groups that will be going down to Jackson will be those 
individuals who are returning to Jackson for trial. She 
advised that insofar as groups leaving Nashville is concerned, 
there are no plans for the formation of additional groups 
to go to Jackson to test facilities at any time in the- hear 
future and that attempts are being made to have a meeting of 
the Student Central Committee to discuss the question of 
whether there will be additional action in this line. 

LEADS: 

\ Offices receiving copies of this airtel will 

contact sources of information in their respective divisions 
to ascertain if there are plans for additional freedom rider 
groups to go to Jackson or if this particular activity is 
being discontinued. J 



£p> - Bureau 
2 - Atlanta 
2 - Birmingham 
2 - New York 
2 - Mobile 
2 - New Orleans 
2 - Chicago 
1 - Memphis 
FWN:PC 
(16) 



50 AUG 



Approved: L 





'/'(/■ 



Aonnl In CMmnv, 



Sent 



.M 



Per 



\ 



7 ~ 




|ST1GAI« 
JUSTICE 

SECTION 




ALL IHFOEMATIOIJ COHTAIHED 
HEBE III 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 633-4 UC BAW/SAB/STi 



y ■ 



/// 





Mr. Coarad... 
Mr. DeLoach- 
Mr. Ev^ns- 
Mr. If 
Mr. 

Mr. mil'ijivan- 
Mr. Tatfel 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 
Mr. Ingram- 
Miss Candy. 



URGENT^g/21/61 7-43 PM EST MHM 
TiD^D I RECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE /l 57-250/ 2P 

TREEBUS" RM, CORE RM. REMYAIRTEL AUGUST THREE, LAST. 




WENT ON TRIAL TODAY, MARION COUNTY COURT, 
OCA LA, FLA, JUDGE LEWIS 0. MYERS PRESIDING ON CHARGE "UNLAWFUL 
ASSEMBLY. • THIS CASE NOT EXPECTED TO BE CONCLUDED UNTIL 
AUGUST TWENTY TWO, NEXT. JUDGE MYERS WITHHELD DECISION ON 
MOTION TO QUASH CHARGE OF FAILURE TO OBEY AN OFFICER AGAINST 



FREEDOM RIDERS 



X FINAL DECISION WILL BE MADE FOLLOWING 
A FINAL DISPOSITION OF AN APPEAL OF CONVICTION IN COUNTY COURT 
GN UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY AGAINST 



IF THE APPEAL 



IS GRANTED ON THE BASIS THERE WAS UNLAWFUL 
WERS INDICATED HE WOULD NOT DISMISS THE FAILURE TO 



BFUL ASSEMBLY, JUDGE/ / / - 



CHARGES. HOWEVER IF THE APPEAL SHOULD BE UP HELD ON OTHER 



GROUNDS THEN HE INDICATED HE WOULD iUASj^jljlE 
IN A MOTION TODAY BY f £K££JPOM RIDER-S ATTORNEy[ 
END PAGE ONE..... 



CHARGES REQUESTED 
P »" 



64 AUG 25 



( 



a r 



1 k n BX 




t 



be 

hlC 



PAGE TWO 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. IN VIEW OF THIS, THE TRIAL OF 



ON CHARGES "FAILURE TO OBEY AN OFFICER" WILL BE 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. A LETTER HEAD MEMORANDUM WILL BE 
SUBMITTED AT CONCLUSION OF 



TRIAL NOW IN PROGRESS. 



END ACK PLS 

8-45 PM OK FBI WA RAC 
TU DISC 



_ Vv 



FD-36--(Rev. 14-13-56) 
» . !, ..f 



. ... # 

F B;I 
Date: 8/17/61 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

REGULAR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



he 



TO: DIRECTOR FBI ( " 

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (157-231) 

c 

FREE BUS f ¥ I ' - 

RACIAL MATTERS ' ' 7"^-^"; , 

(00: NEW YORK) 



ALL INFORMATION COTJTMKKP 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ■ 11-12-2009 BY .60324 UC BAU/3AB 



Re Richmond teletypes to Director } 8/12 and 16/61. 

There are enclosed herewith for Bureau 8 copies of 
a letterhead memorandum pertaining to the captioned matter. 

Copies are enclosed for New York. 



C3^ ;_ Bureau (End. 8) 
2 - New York (End. 2) (AIR MAIL) 
2 - Richmond 
HPS/vlr 
(7) 



f k 



Agency 



How fpm- .~. :TTT ~-ty L — ■ 

By £M^&±~t 




4 AUG 25*11 

Approved: _ 



^Y 



Special Agent in Charge 





In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia 
August 17, 1961 



b6 

:b7C 



ALL IHF0KHA.TI0BT COHTAIHED 
HERE IH 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAWSAB/STCT 

RE: FREE BUS 



On August 12, 1961, Captain 



Roanoke 



Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, was informed that a 
Greyhound bus carrying approximately thirty-seven "Freedom 
Riders" would arrive in Roanoke, Virginia, at approximately 
3 P.M. for a rest stop and possibly transfer to another bus. 
He was informed that i t was Greyhound bus No . 6278 and operated 



On August 12, 196l, Detective ! j Roanoke 
Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, informed that bus No. 6278, 
Greyhound, arrived at the Greyhound Terminal, Roanoke, Virginia, 
at approximately 3 P.M. on August 12, 1961. He stated a mixed 
group from the bus entered the terminal dining room and were 
served, but they ate very little of the food. He advised the 
bus departed Roanoke, Virginia, en route to Knoxville, Tennessee, 
via Highway 11 at 3:15 P.M. He stated no incident took place 
in Roanoke, Virginia, and no one paid any attention to the 
occupants . 



On August 12, 1961, 
Greyhound Bus Terminal, Roanoke, Virginia, informed that 
Greyhound bus 6278 arrived in Roanoke, Virginia, at 3 P.M. 
from Washington, D.C. The bus then departed the Roanoke 
Terminal at approximately 3:15 P.M. en route to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, via Wytheville and Bristol, Virginia, traveling 
Highway 11 West. He stated the bus would arrive in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, approximately six hours or so after departure/ / 
from Roanoke, Virginia. 



Bristol 



On August 12, 1961, Officer I 

Police Department, Bristol, Virginia, advised that the above 
bus arrived in Bristol, Virginia, and departed without any 
incident . 



Roanoke 



On August 16, 1961, Major _ 

Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, informed instant group 
returned to Roanoke, Virginia, from Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, via Greyhound bus on August 16, 1961 and departed 
Roanoke, Virginia, without incident. 




be 

b7C 



RE: FREE BUS 



On August 16, \ Grey- 

hound Bus Terminal, Roanoke , Virginia, informed instant group 
arrived on Greyhound bus No. 6852 at the Roanoke Terminal at 
11:15 A.M., DST, and departed without leaving the bus at 
11:30 A.M., DST. He stated they would stop. for lunch in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, at approximately 2:30 P.M., DST, and 
arrive in W ashington, D.C , at 5:20 P.M., DST. He further 



stated that 



was the operator of the bus 



On Augus t 16, 1961, Officer 



Harrisonburg 



Police Department, Harrisonburg, Virginia, advised the instant 
Greyhound bus arrived Harrisonburg, Virginia, at 3 P.M., DST, 
August 16, 1961, and departed 4:30 P.M., DST, en route to 
Washington, D.C, and there were no incidents in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 



On August 16, 1961 



Grey- 



hound Bus Terminal, Harrisonburg, ' Virginia, advised the 
"Freedom Riders" in the above chartered bus on August 16, 1961, 
were served food at the Greyhound; facilities Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, without incident, and they, departed Harrisonburg, 
en route to Washington, D.C, without incident. 
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Investigative Period 

7/20 - 25/61 
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v FREEDOM RIDEj*fcLl961 
Greyhound Bus 
Nashville, Tennessee to 

Jackson, Mississippi 
July 21, 1961 
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Repon made b ^jNTER E. HELGESON 


TypedBys 

ean 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

RM; CR 



0^ 



■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

REFERENCES DATE n-12-2009 by 60324 uc BAW/SAB/sni 
Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 7/20/61. 
Memphis teletypes to Bureau, 7/20 & 21/61. 
ew Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/21/61. 

- P - 
LEADS 

By copy of New Orleans teletype to Bureau 7/21/61, 
the Baltimore, Milwaukee, Newark and New York Offices were requested 
to check indices, credit and criminal records on Freedom Riders and 
furnish Bureau results of investigation. 
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In Charge 
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LEADS (cont'd) 

NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

An additional copy of this report is designated 
for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs 
that a copy be furnished the U. S. Attorney, Jackson. 
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Synopsis: 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 
8/11/61 

157-351 



Office: 



NEW ORLEANS 



Bureau File No.: 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Greyhound Bus 

Nashville, Tennessee to Jackson, Mississippi 
July 21, 1961 



RACIAL MATTERS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



AIL' INFORMATION COHTAIHED; . . ; . ' ' 

HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED " •' . " ' 

DATE 11-12-2099 BY ,60324 UC BAW/3AB/STH, 



4 Freedom Riders, identified in details of report, arrived 
Jackson, Miss., via Greyhound Bus at 9:29 AM, 7/21/61. All 
arrested by Jackson PD at Greyhound Bus Terminal when they 
failed to obey the orders of Jackson PD officer to move on. 
All charged with Breach of the Peace. No incidents at time 
of arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/21/61 and, 
after NG pleas, were convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code, All sentenced to 4 months in jail and 
fined $200. No incidents during trial. All Freedom Riders, 
in this group transferred to MSP, Parchraan, Miss., 7/25/61. . 



- P - 



DETAILS: 



Investigation in this case was predicated upon 
information furnished by the Memphis Office of the FBI. . 
By communication dated July 20, 1961, the Memphis Office 
advised that four Freedom Riders left Nashville, Tennessee , 
at 5:25 PM, July 20, 1961, via Greyhound Bus and were 
scheduled to arrive Jackson, Mississippi, 5:30 AM, July 21, 
1961. 

Information concerning this matter was furnished 
to the following individuals on July 20, 1961: 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the ' FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
' ' its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police Depart- 
ment, Jackson, Mississippi; 



Jackson, Mississippi; 



Administrat ive Assistant , MHSP , 



Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds County, Jackson, 
Mississippi; 





CIC, Jackson, 





Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi. 



Greyhound Bus 



. . . . / 

FD-3'b2 (Rev. l-2$-60) , s 



^P^FEDERAL BUREAU 6f INVESTIG^^I 

Date __3/l/61_ 



The following observations were made at 
the Greyhound Bus Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi, on 
July 21, 1981: be 



At 9:29 AM, Greyhound Bus #4533 arrived, 
A group consisting of two white males and two white 
fenales got off this bus and walked directly into the 
colored waiting room of the terminal. Three in the 
group wallsed to the lunch counter and sat down. One 
white female stopped at the drinking fountain in the 
colored waiting room and then joined the others at the 



lunch counter. Captain 



Jackson Police Be- 



b7C 



partment, approached the group and was observed to speak 
to them. Shortly thereafter, the four individual s were 
escorted from the colored waiting room by Captain|_ 



and other officers to a police squad car which was parked 
nearby. There were no incidents in connection with the 
above reported matter. 
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.Date dictated 7/26/61 



On 7/21/81 at Jackson, riiBBissippi 

by SA 3UHTER 1. HELGE SO??/eah 
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# 



Date 



7/26/61 



The following observations were made 
at the Greyhound Bus Terminal , North Lamar Street , 
Jackson, Mississippi, on July 21, 1961: 

Greyhound Bus #4533 arrived at the loading 
platform at 9:29 AM and parked at the extreme east end 
of this platform in the first parking space. 

At 9:31 AM, two white males and two 
white females were observed to depart from this bus 
onto the loading platform, At 9:32 AM, One white male, 
followed by the two white females, who were in turn ", 
followed by the second white male, walked directly 
from the loading platform near the door of bus #4533 
into the colored waiting room. Two unidentified uni- 
formed officers of the Jackson Police Department were 
then presen t in the colored waiting room and Captain 

I Jackson Police Department, followed the 
above four individuals into the colored waiting room. 
The above four individuals took seats at the lunch 
counter, located i nside the colored waiting room, at 
which time Captainf I spoke to these individuals. 
The door leading from the loading platf orm to t he colored 
waiting room was then closed and Captai n I words could 

not be heard by this agent. At 9:33_Att 4 the above four 



b6 
hlC 



and the two uni- 

from the colored 



individuals, accompanied by Captain f 
formed officers described above, walked 
waiting room to a Jackson Police' Department Squad Car 
and after entering this car the above four individuals 
were driven off . 

The above four individuals were not searched 
or handcuffed and there were, no incidents of any kind in 
connection with the above arrests. 
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On 7/21/61 .T*nkBon f Mississippi 



File # 1 57-351 



by 



SA 



eah 



.Date dictated 



7/21/61 
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Date 



7/20/61 



Captain | I Police Department, 

Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the Individuals whose 
names are set out below were arrested at the Greyhound 
Bus Terminal at 9; 3 3 AM, on July 21, 1961, by Captain 

J advised that this group of Freedom 



Riders had arrived at Jackson by bus from Nashville, 
Tennessee. They had entered the colored waiting room 
of the bus terminal and were ordered to move on by police 
officers. When they failed to obey the orders of the 
officer, they were arrested on a charge of Breach of the 
Peace . and trans ported to the city jail where they were 
booked f ~| said there were no incidents in connection 

with the above arrests.! : 




7/21/61 

Breach of Peace 



furnished the following information 

from Police Department records concerning the individuals 
arrested: 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 

Date of arrest: 
Charge: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Birth data: 
ITeig&t: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 



Marital status: 



Student, 



University of Wisconsin, 



Madiso n. Wisconsin 



On 



7/21/61 nt Jackson. Mississippi File * 157-351 



by 



SA HUNTER E* HELCESON/cah 



.Date dictated — 7/21/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor. conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Father : N 

Mot bar: 
Education: 
Prior arrests: 
Comments: 



i& years college " 
Hone 

Admits picketing Madison , ' 
Wisconsin, 1980-61 



* * 
Name: 

Jackson PD 81 

Residence: 

Bate of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth_da,ta: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 

Mother: 
Education: 

Prior arrests: 
Comments: 




7/21/61 
Breach of Peace 



Connecticut 




None 

Admits picketing Hash vi lie, 
Tennessee, 1961, peace t?alk, 
N. Y. C* 1961 



4 
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Name: 

JacksoB pd 0t 
Residence: 

Date of arrest: 

Charge; 

Bace: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth data: 

Height: 

Weight: 

lyes: 5 -?".-' 
Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father: 



Mother: 

Education: 
Prior arrests: 
Comments: 




7/21/61 

Breach of Peace 



Maryland 



Student* St. Johns College/ 
Maryland 



IS yrs. college ~~ ~~ 

Hone 

Admits picketing OTC, 1960; 
picketing Baltimore 1061 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence; ' 

Date Of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: - 

Age: : '- 




7/21/61 
Breach of Peace 




HO 157-351 
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Birth data; 
Height i 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion:: 

Build: 

Occupation:, 



Marital status: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Education: 



Prior arrests: 
Comments : 



4 years college and 2 yrs. 

graduate worfc, Brooklyn College 

N. University of 

Connecticut, B. Y. 
None 

Picketed Hashville, Tennessee, 
1961 
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Date 



Captain 



Police Department, 



Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the following in- 
dividuals were tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 
Jackson, Mississippi, on July 21, 1961: 




stated that all of the above in- 
dividuals were tried for violation of Section 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code. All entered pleas of not guilty 
through their attorney. All defendants were convicted 
and sentenced to four months in Jail and fined $200. 



According to 



some of the defendants 

would be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve 
out their fines and sentences and some would be housed 
in the Jackson City Jail to assist the Sheriff in over- 
coming crowded conditions in the County Jail. 



the course of the above trial. 



advised there were no Incidents during 



7/21/61 Jackson, Mississippi ... * 157-351 

On : , — at — ... rile ff • _ 



by 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESOH/eah rw, dictoted 7/21/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property. of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



be 

b7C 



NO 157-351 



On July 25, 1961 ^ Deputy | 

Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, 
advised that the Freedom Riders arrested at the Greyhound 
Bus Station at 9:33 AM, July 21, 1961, were all transferred 
from the jails at Jackson Mississippi, to the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary, Parchman, Mississippi, on July 25, 1961. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 / 



UNITED STAT/ 





DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-24927) 




date: 



b6 
b7C 



Ibject: ,y FREEDOM RIDE ,'.;> 196 1 



'Tr al lways tius" 
Montgomery Alabama to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 
RM; CR 



Re report of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON, dated 8/4/61, at 
New Orleans. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of a 
letterhead memo setting forth information concerning the | 
I I S ant a Clara, California, who was one of five freedom 



riders arrested at Jackson,, 
with breach of the peace. 



Mississippi, on 7,2/61, charged 



In accordance with instructions set forth in re report} ' : 
two copies of the letterhead memo are being furnished the New ^ 
Orleans Office. 



Bureau {EnclT^P Agency Jzd^^£^CR 0 
2^- New Orleans (End. -2} Eeq. Rec'd 



AH WFOHHATIOH CWTJOTO - ■ 



rJL 



2 - San Francisco 
JMP:gg ' 

(6) ; 




Date Forw 
How .JJprjijv. 
By 



lie- 



a, - 10a 



G281': 



4i's i- 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



% 



\ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 



be 
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FREEDOM RIDE, 196I 
Trailways Bus 
Montgomery, Alabama to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 



INFORMATION CONCERNING 

On July 2, 1961, Chief of Detectives M.B. PIERCE, 

Police Department . Jackson. Mississippi, advise d that 

I California, 



was arrested with four other Individuals on a 
charge of breach of the peace at the Continental Trailways Bus 
Terminal, Jackson, ' , Mississippi. 



and the other 



Jackson, 
arrival on & 



According to Chief PIERCEJ 
individuals were arrested by Captain 
Mississippi Police Department, following tneir 
Trailways Bus, and after enteiing the white waiting room at the 
bus terminal. The arrests were made when these individuals 
failed to obey the orders of Captainl |to move on. 



Chief P IERCE advised that| 

]Arkansas, had indicated |_ 



born 



that he was a student at San Jose City College, San Jose, Calif- 
ornia, which Institution he had attended for one year. 



On July 3, 1961 Chief PIERCE advised that 

together with four other individuals, was tried in Municipal 
Court, Jackson, ■ Mississippi, that they were charged with 
violation of Section 2087.5 of the Mississippi Code and that 
they each entered plea of not guilty through their attorney. 



] 



According to 



all defendents were convicted 



and sentenced to four months In jail and fined $200. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAI 
,P.REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



This document contains nelthj 
recommendations nor conclusions 
the FBI . It is the property of the 
and is loaned to your agency; 
"it and it s contfn^e a'-e i"* to be 




PIERCE indicated that some of the defendents would 
be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve out their 
sentences, and some would be housed in the Jackson - , City 
Jail, because of crowded facilities;. 

On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. RALPH OI LFOY. Hind s 
County, Jackson, ... Mississippi, advised that I l had 
been transferred to the Mississippi. State Penitentiary, Parchiman", 
Mississippi, from Jackson, Mississippi, on July 11, 1961. 

On August 9, 1961 records, of the Credit Bureau of 
Santa Clara Valley, 222 Sou th 2nd Street. San Jose, California, 



disclosed a file concerning [ 



indicating that 

this individual has been in the Credit Bureau files since 
December 1959. A credit history informat ion form executed by 
December 11, 1959 set forth th at I 



lat that time, was a resident at 



1 and that this residence had been established for a 



period of four months. 



of[ 



The information further indicated a prior residence 

1 California, for a period of 



four months and a residence at[ 
for a period of six months. 



The 1nfnTnna.f-.1nn ahPfit indicated that 



then employed as 



f 



was 



Jand had been so employed for 



a period of six months. Prior employments were i ndicated as 
J I for four months 

as a parttime em- 



ployee . 



Tht* r.rezfi-U: T3nr»Afm ppnnrrts= rtlsp.lnsp that: 



Bureau on 



jThe Credit Bureau reco rd?; indicated thatf 
\ the Credit Bureau was I 



possesses 



the Credit 
amounting to 



J Cre dit Bureau, Santa Clara Valley, advised on Augus t 9, 



1961, that 



On August 9, 1961 



Policewoman, San Jose, 



California Police Department, Identification Division, and Officer 



be 
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Santa Clara, California Police Department, advised 



that their respec tive departments contained no information 
identifiable with 



A review of the files of the San Francisco Dvision, FBI, 
on Angiiflt. in. iQfii disclosed no information identifiable with 
I I except for a newspaper clipping from the Red 

Street edition, Oakland Tribune, July 3, 1961, dat eline Jackson. 



Mississippi. J uly 3, wherein it was set forth that| 

I I California student, was one of a number of individual 

expected to go on trial following their arrest on breach of peace 
ohRrgee at Jackson , Mississippi. 



i 



JT- 



be 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



AUG2 1j|6? 



ALL IHFOEMATION C DETAINED 

HEKEIH 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STW 




, : Mr. Mo£ ff __^ 

^r. BeLo&da. | 

■'•'It. Evaaa_ 1 
If£?oaa_ 

• ; ->. ?cv al | 

Tyotfs^ I 

-"ale. Room " 





URGENT/ 8-21-51 
TO DIRECTOR FBI 



8-36 



PM CST TJB 



1-P 




i 



SAC NEW ORLEANS 1 57-NEW 

t^T^MWTi^wrmT^niE^ OF DETECTIVES m. B. PIERCE, JACKSON, 
MISS,, PD ADVISED TONIGHT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED INFO FROM VERY RELIABLE 
SOURCE THAT THE TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS PLANNING TO TEST FACILITIES 
JACKSON BUS TERMINAL HAVE CHANGED PLANS AND WOULD NOT COME TO JACKSON. 
A, P. SOURCE JACKSON ADVISED TONIGHT THAT A, P. IN ATLANTA REPORTS 
THE TWO PRIESTS ARRIVED ATLANTA WHERE THEY RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM 
SOMEONE IN BALTIMORE, MD. THE PRIESTS THEN DEPARTED ATLANTA FOR / 
BALTIMORE PRESUMABLY BY AIR. NEW ORLEANS WILL ADVISE ONLY IN EVENT 
ANY OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THIS MATTER. 
END AND ACK PLS. 

ft 



10-39 PM OK FBI WA RAC 



REG- 95 




51© 



r' 
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OPTIONAl FORM NO. 10 



^ 5010-104 



UNITED STATES GOVrf|MENT 

Memorandum 



he 

hlC 




TO 



FROM 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, NEWARK (157-631) 



date: 



8/21/61 



ALL IHF0EMATI0H C OHTAIMED 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 hekeih is unclassified 

Trailways Bus DATE 11-12-2009 by 50324 uc baivsab/stw 

Montgomery, Alabama to 

Jackson, Mississippi, 

July 2, 1961 0 ,. |KrOC Wwc£ 

RACIAL MATTERS |*flgg,Dd ffi t\ 1 0 4 fO -/« / ^ c - 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: NEW ORLEANS) 

Re report of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON dated 8/4/61 
at New Orleans. 



Enclosed are eight copies for the Bureau and 
two copies for New Orleans of a letterhead memorandum 
regarding the above captioned matter. 




Agency .1 

Date Forw. J).Zx2e^.~zJa.J^ 



r.2iBureau (Enc.8) 
2-New Orleans (Enc.2) (1517322) 
1-Newark 

AKB:inpm ^^y^ 




r 



3K ^lUPJL 





i9i 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Newark, New Jersey 
August 21, 1961 



be 
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'ALL INFOEPIATION COHTAIHED- 

.HEKETtI IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

3ATX 11 12 2003 BY 60324 UC BAW/3AE/STU 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus 
Montgomery, Alabama to 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 2, 1961 



On August 11, 1961, 



the Garden State Credit Bureau, Clifton, New Jersey advisee 
that her rennrda reflent. nn reffit.flwp.fi 



1 



N, J. 



On August 11, 1961,| | Court Clerk, 

Englewood, N* J. advised that the records of th e Englewood, 
N. J*' Police Department re flect no reference to 



The September 11, 1958 issue of the "Pittsburgh 
Post Gazette" reflects an article captioned "Ex-Chatham 
Instructor to Make Russian Tour". This article reflects that 
among four American composers going, to Russia during September, 
1958, as part of the State Department's cultural exchange program 
was Ulysses Kay of Broadcast Music, Incorporated, New York. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be ; 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED ' STATES GO 



NMENT 



Memorandum 



be 
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to : 

fXr FROM : 
(/ 

subject: 



Director, FEE 



date: 8/21/61 



. ALL .INFOWIATIOIJ CONTAINED 

SAC, Philadelphia (100-45748) herein is unclassified 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/3TII 



c_2 



f 

r 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
GREYHOUND BUS 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 7/16/61 
sj RM; CR 



Re New Orleans airtel 7/19/61. 

Enclosed he rewith are eight flnm'ss of a letterhead 
memorandum concerning 



The alleg ation thatT 
was made by 



41S1). including the interview off 
ducted by SAL 



1 'i-he invftat.igflt.ipn t PH 47- 



In view of 



i/as con- 
denial 



of th e allegat ion and the fact that he obtained nothing of 



value £ 



was admonished and theoc.ase was closed, 



The records of the Philadelphia Credit Bure au and 
the Philadelphia Po lice Department were checked by IC 

I I 



2 - Bureau (End 

1 - New Orleans (End. 1) (157-346) 

2 - Philadelphia 

1 - 100-457 /1 8 (V/l^ ' 
1 _ 47-4181 CC TO: 




MBD: jag 
(5) 




Agency % 
Req. Rec'd 
Date Forw 
How 

By 



r^s2.^...~^s—~- 

^zS: — 



REQ. RECD.W5- 

AUG 2 1965 




psi ||«»WJI 



$ Iff, 





IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 

100-4574 8 



4 



nitsh §tatca Department of Jivamte 
dtederaJ {Bureau of Jnm?stt0atwn 



Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
August 21, 1961 



bo 
b7C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERE II IS "OTCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EXIT/ 



dAB/STU 



On July 16, 1961, officers of the Jackson Police De- 
partment arrested a number of Freedom Riders, who were attempting 
to integrate the Negro waiting room at the Greyhound Bus Terminal, 
Jackson, Jflas,. One of those arr ested was descri bed as follows : 

Name : 
Address : 

Race : 
Sex: 

JPate of Birth: 
Height: 
Weight : 
Eyes : 
Hair: 

Occupation: 



Ohio 



- member 



Emanuel Inst. Baptist Church 



Admits picketing and racial demonstrations at St. 
Augustine, Tallahassee, St. Petersburg, and Miami, Fla. , Savannah, 
Ga., and Norfolk, V§,. .Member NAACP and CORE. 

The files of the Philadelphia Po lice Department were 
checked on July 27, 196l, and no record of 
could be located. 



] 



The files of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau, Inc., 
were checked on July 28, 1961, and a report was located dated 
February 8, 196*1, which apparently refers to captioned individual, 



This report indicated that 



Jhad lived 



at this address for two «r three years. It should be noted 
that this address differs slightly from the one listed above 




furnished by the Jackson, Miss., Police Department. The 
Credit Bureau was unable to contact the subject or members 
Of his family to obtain credit information: however, it was 
recorded that he was 



lA credit amplication stated 

and 



that he wasj 

that he I | QKfeffiiey State College, 

Cftegney, Pa., was contacted by the Credit Bureau, but no record 
could be located of his being either a student or teacher at 
tha t institution. It was indicated one member of his family 



was[ 



out. 



but the family relationship was not set 



On Novembe r 2, 195 9. an allegation wa s made that one 
]had bee nl I in Philadelphia 



and had represented himself \ 



On November 6, 1959 , 



advised that his records ind icated that f 



was confined in 



which is|_ 



viewed at thef 



On November 6, 1959 f 



was inter- 
JHe admitted[ 



that, 

that he looked likef 



Ion the evening of November 2, 1959 * and said 



] 



lhad mentio ned 



He recalls tha t he stated that| 
he denied thatl 



| however, 



The following description was obtained by observation 
and interrogation: 



Name: 
NSN: 
Rate: 
Sex: 
Race : 
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he 

hlC 



Birth Data: 



Ohio 



Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Complexion 

Sears and marks 

Relatives 



It should be noted that the birth date shown above 
differs from that furnished by the Jackson, Miss., Police 
Department. 



It is not known if the individual mentioned in the 



files of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau Inc. or the individual 
interviewed by the FBI on 11/6/59 are identical with the 
individual arrested by the Jalekson, Miss., Police Department 
on 7/16/61. 



This document contains neither recommendations 



nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F B I 



Transmit the following Ah \ 

AIRTEL 

Via 




Date: 8/l6/6l 

PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



he 

hlC 



.L. 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-232) 

RE: lFREEBUS> 

"SJTOHC MATTER 



ALL IHFOBHATIOU CONTAINED 
HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12^2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STO 



Re New Orleans tel 8/4/51. 

Enclosed are eight copies of letterhead memorandum 
for the Bureau and one each for the designated field offices. 
No further action Atlanta. One copy of the letterhead 
memorandum is being forwarded G-2, Third Army, Fort McPherson, 
Ga. 



# - Bureau (Enc. 8) (AM) 
1 - New York (info 



K(AM) 
) (Enc . 



1) (AM) 



1 - New Orleans (info) (Enc. 1)( AM) By 
1 -Memphis (info) (Enc. 1)(AM) . 
1 - Mobile (Info) (Enc. l)(AM) 
1 - Atlanta . 



Date Forw. J^S^ZT^ 



RRNrhld 
(8) 




■CAN- 



c c 



SMUG 281981 



Approved: 




Special 



Sent 




harge 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JtJfTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



Atlanta, Georgia 
August l6, 1961 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE IH 15 UNCLASSIFIED I . 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BJW/' 



b6 

hlC 
b7D 



5AB/STW 




FREEDOM RIDERS RETURNING TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
IUGU ST 13. 1961 




Southern 

Christian' Leadership Conference, Atlanta, Georgia> advised 
on August 12, 1961, there would be nine Freedom Riders re- 
turning to Jackson, Miss issippi,, from Atlanta, Georgia, to 
stand trial . They were : 



1 fj-^i/j 




and one other, whose identity is^anknown They were 
to leave Atlanta on a regularly scheduled Trailways Bus, 
at 1:50 AM, August 13* 196l, via Montgomery, Alabama, 
scheduled to arrive in Jackson, Mississippi at noon, August 
13, 196l. They were to be met at the bus station and trans- 
ported to Tupelo Christian College for room and board. 

I stated there were seven other Freedom Riders who had 
originally been scheduled to leavie from Atlanta, who were 
sent to Nashville, Tennessee, to fill out the chartered bus 
(Greyhound) which left Nashville at 10:00 PM August 12, 1961, 
with forty-one persons via Jackson, Tennessee, and Memphis, 
Tennessee, on Highway 70. This bus was to leave from the 
First Baptist Church, Nashville, or from 1905 Jefferson 
Street, rather than from the bus station. 





.said there would be four other Freedom Riders 

leaving Atlanta to report for trial at Jackson, Mississippi, 
by plane. Three of these were to leave Atlanta on Delta 
Flight 711, at 4:05 PM, August 13, 1961, due to arrive at/;. - 
Jackson . Mississippi, at 5:07 PM. Central Standard Time. 
Istated these three werel 



1 The fourth person traveling 



by plane from Atlanta was 

who was flying to Jackson by herself, time of departure 



unknown 



said there would be no attempt to test 



facilities on any of these return rides to Jackson, but were 
being made specifically to stand trial as ordered. 





RE: FREEDOM RIDERS RETURNING be 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI b7c 
AUGUST 13, 1961 



At 3:30 PM, August 12, 1961, Lieutenant 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and Captain 



Atlanta Police Department, were notified of the above. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency] it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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••tOfctiAL BUREAU Of tNS&Tioftt^.N 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
AUG 2^661 

or 

TELETYPE 



ALL I1IFOBJ1ATIOH COHTAIHED 
HEREIH 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STCT 



§ 



if;."" ^"feo.- 



nr.. 




Coararf "" ; b7C 
f : ' r - CeLc—s '"~"b7D 

Jf r - *W_ i 

Mr. 
Mr. 



2fr. Tm ner 
Tele. Booja_" 




-I? 



URGENT S-21-S1 5-36 PM JFA 

TO DIRECTOR" /1Q/ AND SACS, NEW ORLEANS AND ATLANTA 
FROM SAC, NEW YORK 157-391 

FREE BUS • RE NEW ORLEANS TEL, EIGHT TWENT YyONE, SIXTY ONE. 
NYC, ADVISED THIS DATE, 
PHILIP Fj 



iNSTRljgTORS^T. AUGUSTINES HIGH SCHOOL, TWENTY SIX HUNDRED LONDON 
AVE., iEW ORLEANS, LA., ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART FROM IDLEWILD AIRPORT, 
NYC AT'^SWR P^t, THIS DATE, VIA EASTERN AIRLINES FOR ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 

fit 

WITH COiNECTI^S FROM ATLANTA VIA DELTA AIRLINES TO JACKSON, MISS. 




ERRIGAN AND 



STATED HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE FOUR PM EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 



1 



HAS BEEN DELAYED UNTIL FIVE PM DUE TO MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES. 



_L 



r5 



FURTHER ADVISED THAT 



JACKSON, MISS., WHERE 
ROOM, 





BERRIGAN AND 




WILL BE 


BY 


ACCOMPANY 




TO THE BUS TERMINAL 



WILL TEST FACILITIES IN COLORED WAITING 



STATED HE EXPECTED 

TERMINAL BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN JACKSON. MISS, 

FMQ5 REC-32 fg 
ADVISED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MIGHT BE OBTAIN ED'FROM] 



WILL BE ARRESTED, /AT BUS 




END PAGE ONE j yQ 



t- n k : \ i'C 9R P 



g AUG 23 1961 



j i'm 



to 6 

b7C 

b7D 



PAGE TWO 



TELEPHONE NUMBER 



ON THIS DATE, 



TELEPHONIC ALLY 



FURNISHED SAME INFORMATION AS 



AND IN ADDITION STATED 



FATHERS BERRIGAN AND 



ARE ACTING WITH THE APPROVAL OF 



BALTIMORE, 



MD. CONTACT WITH EASTERN AIRLINES, NYC, ASCERTAINED FLIGHT NUMBER 
FIVE ZERO THREE, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED TO DEPART IDLEWILD AT FOUR 
PM WILL DEPART IDLEWILD AT FIVE PM, THIS DATE AND ARRIVE ATLANTA 
SIX ZERO FIVE PM WITH EARLIEST CONNECTING FLIGHT TO JACKSON, 
MISS, BEING DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT NUMBER SEVEN TWO NINE, LEAVING 
ATLANTA EIGHT TEN PM, THIS DATE, ARRIVING JACKSON, MISS., EIGHT 
THIRTY SEVEN PM, THIS DATE. 
END 

HXXIXXBZXXXXKXX 

NR R IO WA BH 





ALL IHFORMATIOI COHTAIHED 
HEKEIM IS UNCLASSIFIED 

i DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAN/SAB/ STW 

URGENT 8/22/61 6-28 PM EST MHM 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE /l 57-250/ IP 

facia! Walters 

FREEBUS, RM, CORE, RM, REMYTEL EIGHT TWENTYONE LAST. FREEDOM 



RIDER 



ARRESTED SIX SIXTEEN SIXTYONE 



^ r 

AT OCALA, FLA,, ALONG WITH FREEDOM RIDERS 

FOUND GUILTY IN JUR^rR^ATTT^DAY 



AT MARION 



COUNTY COURT, OCALA, FLA, AND CHARGED OSSSE UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY 



SENTENCED TO SIX MONTHS FLAT AND FINED 
THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS. WILL BE RELEASED ON ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR 
BOND PENDING FILING OF AN APPEAL. LETTERHEAD MEMO FOLLOWS. 
END ACK FOR TWO PLS 
7-30 PM OK FBI WA MSL 
TU DISC 



fft 



0/ 




t 



1 



be 
:b7c 



.J 



>» 



were among the group of "Freedom Riders" 
on the Second Section-Professional Group en ! 
route via Greyhound Bus from Jacksonville, , 
Florida, to Tampa, Florida, on June 16, 1961, 9 
were arrested by the Marion County Sheriff's 
Office at the Greyhound Bus Station, Ocala, 
Florida. Originally they were charged with 
failure to obey the lawful order of an officer 
and attempting to incite a riot. The second 
charge was subsequently changed to unlawful , 
assembly. 
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jL difopjiatiom cohtaihed 

SKEIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED , ; . n , ,• .' 
|ATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 Oc"BA¥/SAE'/STJ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAl/SAB/STU 




ffls, fofcoss 

EEs. BeEmoaO. 

Kf? 0 Moim 

Ms. Ccllc.'«i_y 
S£j?o (Qoasrad 
Ma, DaLo-fcii 

Mi'. Swuvacu 

Mr. Taird „-„ 

Mr. Srotte— 



URGENT S-22-61 (9 6 ~ 30 PM CsT WW 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI Ftf£k0*/U 9)£<££ S ~ M 1*$ O 
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 



FREEBUS. TRIAL OF 




ARRESTED JACKSON. 



MISSISSIPPI MAY TWENTYFOUR L^AST COMMENCED IN HINDS COUNTY 
COURT, JACKSON TODAY. PRESS SOURCES ADVISE MOST OF TODAY 
SPENT IN ARGUING VARIOUS MOTIONS BEFORE COURT. WILLIAM M. 
KUNSTLER, ATTORNEY FOR 



JURY LIST ON GROUPS NOT ENOUGH NEGROES ON LIST TO ASSURE 
FAIR TRIAL* THERE ARE TWO NEGROES ON L I SljoYf&%^ i $f¥£&i®toiMS I XT Y 
PROSPECTIVE JURORS. SELECTION OF JURY EXPECTED TO COMMENCE 
TOMORROW. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUGUST TWENTYTWO. 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUGUST TWENTYONE SUMMARY. 
TOTAL ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED NINETYSEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND 
TWO HUNDRED THIRTYSIX. PAID FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY 
ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED 
ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE. NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY* 

;!v"> t> ,iC »"l 

ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND jMcks6N 'CITY JAIL. 
END AND ACK PLS RFP*. 18 ' f^N"^^ f 

y 

6^ 



REPORTEDLY SEEKING TO QUASH 



ir 



WO 8-33 PM OK FBI WA W: 

V 




it. « >. .<*>* «t- i*J "tV J 

-■r *>A 



TO YOU AND DISC> 

64 A0G29l8Sr f ;° 




5D^3«|fRev. 12-13-56) 




FBI 
Date: 8/18/61 



Transmit the following in 



Via 



V 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



b6 
b7C 



ALL IIIFOKMATIOI COIJTAIUED (Priority or Method of Mailing) 

. HEEEIE. X3_TJMajL33.LFXFJl J_ 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EA¥/3AB/ST¥ 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECTS 



/ DIRECTOR, FBI 

HOUSTON (44~786) 



IF 



FREEBUS ^£M^M^..3 mir ^- 

RE: Houston airtel to Bureau^ dated 
8/16/61. 



On 8/18/61 , Harris county Chief Deputy 
Sheriff B. E. WILLIAMS advised his office has received, 
within the past two days, six telegrams from California, 
which were couched in similar phraseology and appeared 
to possibly have resulted from some type of organized 
campaign. In general, these telegrams protested the 
arrest and incarceration of the "Freedom Riders'* from 
California and demanded their immediate release* The 
telegrams asserted these arrests were in violation of 
democratic principals. Chief WILLIAMS furnished the 
following names and addresses appearing as the senders 
of these telegrams. Street addresses were not included 
in most instances: 

^ 




California; 

LLt 



P. 

■1* 



California? 



3) - Bureau (AM) (RM) 
2 - Los Angeles (157-367) (AM) (RM) 
2 - Houston - 



ED/lc 
(7) >. 




Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 




he 

hlC 



HO 44-786 



California; 



California; 



California; 



California; 



Californ ia; 



California* 



Indices of Houston Office contained no 
references identifiable with above individuals. 



LOS ANGELES: 



LEADS 



AT LOS ANGELES'. CALIFORNIA: 



1. Is requested to check indices concern- 
ing above listed names in an effort to determine whether 
subversive information is available concerning these 
persons. 



2. Is requested to check with any available 
sources to determine whether an organized campaign may be 
underway in an effort to publicize and create favorable 
propaganda on behalf of the "Freedom Riders" arrested at 
Houston, Texas. 
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-f «' 




HO 44-786 



3# If significant derogatory subversive 
information is available concerning any of the above 
individuals, it is suggested that Los Angeles prepare 
a letterhead memorandum, setting forth above information 
furnished by Deputy WILLIAMS at Houston, Texas, and in- 
corporate subversive data concerning the respective 
individuals. If no significant information is available, 
Los Angeles should advise the Bureau and Houston by airtel. 

HOUSTON: 

AT HOUSTON/ TEXAS : 

Will maintain contact y^ith the Harris 
County Sheriff's Office to determine if additional 
telegrams are received by that office and will, likewise, 
advise the Bureau and Los Angeles of the decision made 
by the District Attorney at Houston concerning local: 
prosecution of this matter. 
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OPTIONAL FORM 




UNITED S 

den 



NT 



to : DIRECTOR, FBI 
^ from : SAC, SM FRANCISCO (100-h7636) 



date: 8A6/61 



subject: FREEDOM RIDE, 196l I 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL ; 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
7/20/61 , 



Re New Orleans airtel dated ; 7/21/61, captioned as above. 
Enclosed f or the Bureau are eight co pies of a letteriaead 



memorandum concerning 



designated for Hie New Orleans Office; 



with two copies thereof 



The source utilized in the letterhead memorandum is 



2}- Bureau (Ends. 8) 
2 - New Orleans (Ends .2) 
2 - San Francisco 
1 - 100-U7636 
1 - 100-214927 
CU:DAS 
(6) 



ALL INFORM!! ON -CONTAINED' 
^TE/or2ir%r_.. BY Sp^/n^r./gi 




Agency, 

Req. Re^' d TVY?' 

Date Forw -4/«Hf 

By 





. .. . : .>J, 




i 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 16, 1961 



be 

b7C 



ML lWu^^r^lBO) 



FREEDOM RIDE, 196l 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
1961 



Juy 20, 



On August 2, 1961, records of the Berkeley, Califo rnia 
Poltne Ttenartment. jontainftri no information identifiable with 




On August 2, 1961, records of the C redit Bureau^ of the Greater 
East Bar. Oakland. California, re flected that l ~| 

in April, 1959, were 'residing at 



1 California, and had formerly resided at 



was then employed as a| 

Berkeley, and had worked in 1958 asT 



was 



]of the American friends Service 



employed as 

JDomnittee, 1830 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California, and had 
formerly been employed by the YMCA in Berkeley. Their credit record 
was satisfactory. 



[ 



On February 27« 19l{ 8. a source advised thatl ^_ 

Jalifornia, had circulated a petition 



in precinct 183 for the purpose of having the Independent Progressive 
Party of California (IPP) on the election ballot. (See Appendix Page.) 

In May, 19li9, the County Clerk of Alameda County , Oakland, 
California, advised with regard to petitions to place the IPP on the 
election ballot in California in 19i|8, that petition number 978 had 
been circulated by I I according to the signature 

thereon. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agencyj it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 



; 5-7 -3X7 

ENCLOSURE 



9 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



On Jebuuary 8, 1953, 

California, advised that during the preceding Uhris tmas" 



holiriaysj aha harf heen V 

California 



1 Yosemite . 



Jthat according to 



in Berkeley. California; that 



generally that various churches have become 
Fascist j that all money should be divided equally, and that the 
Russians are not communists. 



On November 13. lofof 



identified 
the American friends Service 



Committee, Northern California Region, San Francisco, California. 

On April 11, 1961, Mr. DON MULFORD, California State 
Assemblyman, 36l» - Ibth Street, Oakland, California, furnished a 
photostat o f a letter dated March 21, 1961, addressed to Mr. MULFORD 
and writtenl 

I I California. The text of the letter follows: 

"We too cherish and uphold; free Speech every where in the 
United States but with no exceptions. The campuses are part of 
the United States, you know. 

"It is behavior such as yours which turns students away 
from the American ideals of freedom since you make a mockery of 
it by wanting to deny it where it*s exercise has some risk. Risk 
there may be. However, you increase it by your short-sighted 
un-American views and utterances. 



(Signed) 



-2- 



INDEPENDENT PROGRESSIVE PARTY 



The 1955 Report of the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page U6, stated, "The Independent Progressive 
Party in California was quickly captured by the communists, and by 
the time the Wallace for President campaign had swung into high 
gear was being operated lock, stock, and barrel by the Communist Party 
of California. Time after time the committee in questioning wit- 
nesses throughout the State discovered that the leaders of the 
Communist Parties in various localities were identical with the 
leaders of the Independent Progressive Party in the same area. 
It is true, of course, that in the Independent Progressive Party 
there were many sincere liberals who, because of dissatisfaction 
with the two major political organizations registered as Independent 
Progressives and continued their affiliation until the true control 
of the I. P. P. became obvious. These people invariably resigned, 
many of them having given the benefit of their experience to various 
official agencies interested in the exposure of subversive activities. n 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10U50. ; 



APPENDIX PAGE 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 16, 1961 



Title FREEDOM RIDE, l?6l 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
7/20/61 

Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 

Reference San Francisco memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 



all wmmSgf* 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

.ENCLOSURE 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. / 



UNITED S7 



;nment 




FROM 



subject: 



above 0 



Of &t,> 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 



8/18/61 



SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-24927) 

".) " p : . ' t-itf- ! ? / ^'C- '"' /■,;.'■■: 

FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW. ORLEANS,. LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
-7/23/61 . . _ • • 

RM - GR " ■'■ ~ 



00 s New Orleans 

Re New Orleans Airtel dated 7/24/61, captioned as 



be 

b7C 



Enclosed are eight copies to the Bureau and two copies 
to New Orleans of letterhead memoranda on each of the following- 
individuals, who according to referenced Airtel, were arrested 
on 7/23/61, by the Jackson, Mississippi, Police Department: 




The records of the San Francisco Police Department 
and the San Francis co Retailers Credit Association > which were 
reviewed relative t oj I were checked by IC 

on 8/10/61 „ These records were also chec ked / 



on 



on 8/8/61, by 10 [ 



The files of the Marin County SO, Credit Bureau, anc 
the Larkspur, Cal ifornia, Police Departm ent were r eviewed 
on 8/16/61, by SA | "l relative to 



The files of the San Jose, C 

2 - Bureau (Encls^ 40 f )^^5) 
£ - New Orleans (Bnc^ 10). (RM) 
6 - San Francisc*&Q'l6o-24927) - 



aS&ori^a^P^liel^parfifc 



I- 



COi 



ECR/rew &f^JJUS**M*Z* U 



(-\ci\ "' Agency 
{10} 7 7 Req. Eec'd 





SF 100-24927 

EGB/rm ■ $ 

: ■ ' . l/fh 

and the Credit Bureau of Santa Clara Valley,, which coders Sazi 
Jos® a Calif© mia a were reviewed by SA JOHN M 9 PAGE on 8/l6/6l 0 

A review of the indices of the San Francisco Office 
on all of the previously listed individuals failed to reflect 
any information concerning them e 



3fv- jsx 




* 



I 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



100-24927 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August Id., 1961 



be 

b7C 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPI 
JULY 23, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 
The records of the Jackson. M^sissippi. Police 



Department, reflect that 



was one of several 



individuals who were arrested efh "July 23, 1961, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illi nois Central Railroad Ttenot. aftar» 
arriving by train f roTrTTJew "Orleans , Louis! ana. I Iwas charged 

with breach of the peace for failing to mcJve^on after being 
ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Department. 



[ 



.ssippx. 
JeyesJ_ 



according to the r-ennrds of thft JanlfRcin. 



M1 ssis sipp i, Polic e Department, is 



t 



city not listed. 



Ihair . last em ployment J 



was born 



lb£ 



California, and presently resides at 
California. : 



the 



The files of the Marin County Sheriff's Office, 
Marin County Credit Bureau, both of which cover Larkspur, 
California, and the La rkspur Police Dep artment, all failed to 
reflect any record for 



Sources in the San Francisco and Marin County Areas 
were unab le to furnish an y information of a subversive nature 
regarding 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. .-rvwro ' v ^*v 



ENCLOSURE 
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Jn Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



100-24927 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 



be 

b7C 



August IS, 1961 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JULY 23, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 



The records of the Jackson. M^s issippi. Police 



Department, reflect that 



was one of several 



individuals who were arrested "off ^Fialy ~ 23, - 1961, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot . af ter 
arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana J I was 
charged with breach of the peace for failing to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police 
Department . 



according to=-the records of the J ackson . 



ac 

Mississippi, Police Departme nt, pr esently resides atl 

]and is 



I eyes , [ 



Pennsylvania. 



Jiate of birth is 



I hair, and 1s fimnlnved aa f 



lbs. , 



The files of the San Francisco Police Department 
and the San Francisco Retailers Credit Ass ociation failed to 
reflect any record for 



Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 
unable to furnish any information of a subversive nature regardir 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



4 



i 



100-24927 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 16, 1961 



b6 
b7C 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 23, 196r~~— 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 

The records of the Jacksorw Mis sissippi, Police 

Department, reflect that I I was one of several 

individuals who were arre s t ed~dtflTuTy"23 , 19^1, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot . a fter 



arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana^ 



was 



charged with breach of the peace for failing to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police 
Department . 



according to the records of the Jackson, 



Mississippi, Police Department, resides at 

I I California, and he is a student at "San 

Franci sco State College. These re cord s furthe r de scribe 

libs - f 



as a 
Thair 



with 



was born on 



The files of the San Francisco Police Department 
and San Francisco Retailers Credit Association, both of which 
cov er Dalv Citv. Cali fornia, failed to reflect any record 
for 



Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 
unable to furnish any inform ation of a subversive nature 
regarding 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



100-24927 



§ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August IS, 1961 



he 

hlC 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 23, 196l — — • • - „ ' — — 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 

The records of the Jackson*. Mississi ppi. Police 
Department, reflect that l I was one of several 

individuals who were arrested on «J&ly 23, 196T, in the colored 



waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot , after 



was 



arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana. [ 

charged with breach of the peace for fai2ng to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Depart- 
ment. 



according to the records of the Jackson 



Missis sipp i Police Depa rtment. is[ 

1 eyes J |hair. and is unemployed. 



lbs, 

,_.„... He resides at 

[San Francisco. He was born on| 

Pennsylvania. G//, ; 



The files of the San Francisco Police Department and 
the San Frano-I snn Retailers Credit Ass ociation . failed to reflect 
any record for 



Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 
unable to furnish any information of a subversive nature regardin. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



X 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



4 



t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



he 

hlC 



100-24927 



San Francisco, California 
August 18, 1961 



FREEDOM RIDE, I96I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS , LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JULY 23, 1961" — - - 
RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 

The records of the Jackson. Mississi ppi. Police 



Department, reflect that| [ was one of several 

individuals who were arrested on Jul3^23, 1961, in the colored 



waiting room of the Illinois Cent raJf Railroad Depot, a fter 
arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana. I | was chargec 

with breach of the peace for failing to move on after being 
ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Department. 



according to the recor ds of 



the Jackson, Mississippi, Pol ice Department, resides atl 
I ~1 naUfornla. and la a San Jose State 



Colle ge s tudent . 
leyes.l 



He is described as 



California. 



hair, born, 



lbs. 



The files of the San Jose, California, Police Departmei 

and the Credit Bureau of Santa; Clara Valley, which covers San 

Jose. Cali fornia, failed to reflect any record for | | 



Sources in the San Francisco and San Jose, California, 
areas were unabl e to furnish any informat ion of a subversive 
nature regarding 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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O^flONAL FORM NO. TO 
,3 5010-KM-01 



UNITED STAT _ - 



Memo 



TO 





b2 
b7D 
b6 ' 

b7C 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: A U g US t 16, 1961 



fROM 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-26) 



.ALL IUFORHATION C OHTAIIED , 

subject: FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 ■ here in is unclassified 

GREYHOUND BUS M4446 " ©ate 11-12-2009 bt 60324 uc baf/sab/stw 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JUNE 11, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 
00: NEW ORLEANS 

Rerep of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON dated 7/13/61 at 
New Orleans, and Bureau airtel dated 8/11/61 to Minneapolis. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and New Orleans are copies 
of Letterhead Memorandum dated August 16, 1961, which sets 
forth pertinent information onl I 



Minn eapolis files contain no pertinent subversiv e 
information on 



t _4 _-j ■ 



INFORMANTS 



IT r" 



Identity of 
Source 

MP T-l is 



MP T-2 is 



File Number 
Where Located 



thru 91 
thru 95 

thru 109 
thru 105 



1) cm 



RUC ,„ , 

2 - Bureau (Enc. - 8)(RM)' 
1 - New Orleans (157-301) (Enc 
1 - Minneapolis Jcc^ 

GBP:ebk "Agency.. 

(4) , .2/ Req. Ree'd .. .,. 

Date Forw ji)/dJ?/.{(uL 



AUG-S* 1 367 




/eel. SjSLq^J 




b7D 



MP 157-26 



Identity of 
Source 

MP T-3 is 



File Number 
Where Located 



MP T-»4 is 



MP T-5 is 
I . I 
MP TV6 i« 



MP T-7 is 



thru 534 



thru 113 
thru 53 
thru 27 



Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T-Symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identity of the source must be concealed. 



The Letterhead Memorandum is classified, 
because data reported from MP T-l through MP T-7 tends to 
identify confidential informants of continuing value and com- 
promise their future effectiveness. 



In Reply, Please Refer to ' 
FUe No. X57S-26 ' 



Minneapolis, Minnesota 



■ ; ■ August 16, 1961 

■all' iiFdra^ioi;'GdttiiiEjy ' .''.'^■l :" "•. "■'•' v l' 

HERETH '.TS\ UltfE LA'S 51 FIED- v • ■ ' j-;' '., ■. '.\ , :. .' . '. 
ftUE- ll'-ajZ-aOO^. 8T'€0'324 UC BAW/SMi/STU-" -\ C-£' :; V. '" " \ ' ' ' ' V 

"' FREEDOM RIDE , 1961 ".. 
GREYHOUND BUS 114446 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON, MiSSiSSIPPI 
JUNE 11, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 



.-be 

v -b7C 
' b7D 



I Massachusetts. From" 



J was bor n 

1955 to 1958 



r±om 



^ , she lived at 

Minnesota, and had previously 

St. Paul. In Februar y, 1958 

she obtained employ men t in Los Angeles and re sided at ! "I 



resided at 



and[ 



lLos Angeles. 



She returned to St* Paul in May, 1958 and then took up 
residence in Los Angeles again from August. 1958 until 

December, 1958, residing at] 

Los Ange les. She returned to St.. Paul to live at I 



moved to[ 



luntil January. 1960 when she resided at[ 

St* Paul. In Jul 



Slie is employed as 



I960 she 
J 



Minnesota. 



at the University of Minnesota Hospital, Minneapolis, 



MP T-l advised on various dates from June 23 ~, 1953 



to February 23, 1956 that| 



was a. member of 



the St. Paul Labor Youth League (LYL) during 1953, . became a 
member of the teenage LYL Club in Minneapolis in; 1054, trans- 
f erred from the Teenage Club to the Industrial Club of , the v 5 
Minnesota LYL in September, 1955, was a member of the . 
Industrial Club No. 2 of the Minnesota LYL in December, ; 19,55, 
and in February, 1956 served as a member of the Minnesota LYL 
Cultural Committee. During the period June 19 , 1953 to 
February 23, 1956 she attended at least five meetings and . 
functions of the Minnesota LYL.:. ,..' :, ' < 



b7C 
b7D 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 



The Labor Youth League has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 

MP T-2 advised on variou s dates from June 22, 1953 to 



June 7, 1956 that| | attended [ 



functions and meetings of the Minnesota LYL during th e period 

I she was 

I the Minnesota LYL Cultural Group, 



MP T-3 adv ised on various d ates from June 1, 1956 to 



August 26, 1958 that| |in June, 1956 was. a close 



sympathizer of the Communist Party (CP) in St* Paul, Minnesota, 
and would probably help the Party in any way she could* In 
October, 1956 she attended a Halloween party sponsored by the 
St. Paul CP and at a St. Paul CP club meeting held February 23, 
1957 it was announced that she wanted to be a member of the CP 
and she was voted in as a me mber of the club. S he attended her 
first meeting of the CP club I I During the 

period T l attejuted. 
I I meetings of her St. Paul CP club, as well as 



other CP functions in the same period. On August 26, 1958 she 
was considered to be a current member of the St* Paul section 
of the CP. 



I . "Ift igQ known as 



1 ^ 

bard L 



who was 



at. Pain Al-frn. nal| f nrni a, T»ftwide« at 

Minnesota, and is a 



student at the University of Minnesota. 

MP T-2 advis ed on variou s dates from December 12 . 1952 
to April 4, 1956, that [attended I I 



meetings and rehe arsals of the North Star Singers at Minneapolis 
during the period P I This in- 

formant described the North Star Singer s as a sing ing group 
organized under the auspices of the LYL J l also attended 



the LYL State Convention held June 20-21, 1953, and an LYL 
picnic held July 18, 1953. The informant believed that all 
persons attending the latter affair were LY L member s . including 
Informant further advised that[_ [attended at 



meetings and functions of the Minneso ta LYL during 



the period | I and during this 



period was a member of the LYL Teenage Club. 



b7D 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 



MP T-4 advi sed oh vario us dates from April 30, 1 953 
to July 23, 1953 that l lattendedl I 

functions and meetings of the Nor th Star Singers in the period 

as veil as the LYL State 



Convention on June 20-21, 1953* : The informant believed that 
all persons in att endance at the convention were members of 
the LYL* includingl 



MP T-l advised on various da tes from June 23, 1953 
to Mav 18 . 1956 tha t during the period I j 

l attended l I meetings and 

functions of the Minnesota L YL. including the LYL State Con- 
vention on June 20-21, 1953. |~ I he was a 

Club of the Minnesota LYL but was trans - 

3 



member of the Teenage Club of the Minn esota LYL 
ferred to the St udent Gro up of the LYL [ 



In the samp monthf 



waft schedu 1 ed to be 



Til 



J he was L 



soon to be organ ized. 



the LYL Student Group and a member 
of the Minnesota LYL. \ 
the 



lfooL 



I he wa s appointed to 
I Minnesota LYL . 



MP T-5 advised on various dates fro m September 30 y 
1955 to May 16, 1956 that l A ttended I I 

meetings and functions of the Minnesota LYL during the period 

I he was 

scheduled to I I held 



by the LYL. Inl 



J he was described as a member of 



the Minnesota LYL. 



MP T-6 advi sed on variou s dates from Oct ober 3. 195 5 

\ was sch eduled to 



to March 13. 1956 thatf 



when the class met. He attended 
the Minnesota. LYL during the period 



lbut was not present 
meetings of 



MP T-7 advised on various dat es from November 22, 
1955 to March 23, 1956 that l l attended l ~l 

meetings and functions of the Minnes ota LYL during the period 



#FD-32.S-^-28-60) 




In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 157-26 



UNJFED STATES DEPARTMENT OF fPSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
August 16, 1961 



Title FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
GREYHOUND BUS M4446 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JUNE 11, 1961 
Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 

Reference Minneapolis Letterhead 
Memorandum dated and captioned as 
above. 



All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 



HMATIOH COHTAIHEB 
3 UNCLASSIFIED 

12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB./ST¥ 



This document 
of the FBI and 
your aqency. 



contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 




•■•'"SSriGATIOf] 

k DEPm,mn of justice 



Mr. ToIsoil 



ALL IlffOBSkrfOH COI'JTAIHED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

^1^11-12-2009 ET 60324 UC BiW/SAB/STO 



Mr. BelmontL. 
Mr. Mohr_ 



4-45 PM CST 



4-50 

URGENT^ S-23-61 
TO^IRECTOR, FBI 
•ROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS 157-264 
FREEBUS. SELECTION OF JURY IN TRIAL OF 



X 



Mr. Callahan .J. 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach* 
Mr. Bvaijs 
Mr. 
Mf 

Mi! swirwm 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingrawu. 
Mioa Gaady_ 



.b6 
i>7C 




KK 



IP 



IN 



> ^HINDS COUNTY COURT, JACKSON, COMPLETED MIDAFTERNOON TODAY. NO 
/•' NEGROES SERVING ON JURY. STATE IS EXPECTED TO PUT SOME WITNESSES 
ON STAND TODAY. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUG. 
TWENTYTHREE. NO FR ARRESTED SINCE AUG. TWENTY TWO SUMMARY. 
SEVENTEEN FR PRISONERS RELEASED ON BOND AUG., 

TWENTYTHREE. 

IDENTITIES FOLLOW BY AIRTEL. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. 

RELEASED ON BOND TWO FIVE THREE. PAID FINES FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY 

ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED 

ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE. NET IN CUSTODY 

THIRTYTHREE. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND 

JACKSON CITY JAIL. 

END. 52 

kCK PLS ' H? 



5-48 PMVOK FBI WA MSL 



8 t AUG 22 196 i 




-r 



Date: 8/9/61 



Transmit the following in 
y in AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 
AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



ALL IIFOEHTIOH CONTAINED 




TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



HEBE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY. 60,324 UC BAU/SAB/STW 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SEATTLE (100-25421) 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDERS TRIP 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
LEAVING LOS ANGELES JULY 12, 1961 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Re Seattle alrtel July 13, 1961 and New Orleans 
airtel to Los Angeles, July 18, 1961. 

Reference d^ Seattle alrtel furnished information 
regarding ! [ affiliation with subversive groups in 

the Seattle area. 

Attached letterhead memorandum contains additional! 



information on 



- P r. 



'^y- Bureau (Enc. 5)(AM) 
2 - New Orleans (Enc. 3) (AM) 
2 - Seattle 
JFS:kmh 
(7) 




03 



cp, f 



IKcv? jj. : , AJjLsZZ 

•By 0U44S<za££-*L 



c. c. wfcR ' /tAtim /n 




m L €A/)/(8l^ 





// 

Approved: , T — „ 

■ /\UG t0 Aaentl 




In Reply, Please Refer to '■ 
Fi/e No. 100-25421 



unTted states department OFWSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OIF INVESTlGATlOPi . ' 

" '• Seattle,. Washington 
• ■ August 9/ 1961 ■ 



h6 
:b7C 



ALL IKFOMATION C OBTAINED ■■' ' . 

'HEREIN -13 UNCLASSIFIED ' ;.; J V ; ' 

•DATE ll-:12-3009 BY .60324 TIC- BATJ/SAB/STTJ 



RE: PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDERS TRIP : 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI/ 
LEAVING LOS. ANGELES , JULY 12, 1961 , :, 



On August 2, 1961, records of the Identification . 
Division, Spokane Police Depar tment contained th e following. 



arrest for 
January 31, 195b|_ 



1 borriL 



in Washington: 



] Young People 1 s Bureau 
Recor ds of the Young Peop le ' s Bureau were- re viewed 



c 



and stated tha 



on 



i 



nar»e>n 



HL 



stated that one boy had found [_ 



laddres s 
_Eai~irrested . 
Report 



and wag 



taking it home to find the owner, wh en T" l and another boy 

stopped him. The boy wjt hl I told the other boy that the 



]was his and that he had bu t it 



and the boy then took the 
proceede d to[ 



] had been stolen two months earlier butL 



from the other boy and both 

I The 
I was not 



involved in the theft. The boys- were turned over to. Juvenile 
authorities and parents riotifie.di No. disposition ;h'oted. • 



On August 2, 1961. 



Sp nkanp -.fi'rpdl t 



Bureau a dvi sed she could locate no credit record for 



3 



On August 2, 1961, records of the Identif ic'atidh • ,' 
Division. Spoka ne County Sheriff; 1 s Off ice were negative for :;. 




TMia 'decu^snt cbrifciinp .neither. 

A e.r 1 - 'fl ••'■„ _' l'.'; is i;:o p^oj. 

■. \''-„ dr.?. 'its- con" zrA .V r"\ 
xrci'b to ho.' 'i'ictri fr\tcei-: oj-t-t&if 0 • • 
Tour- i^.s'icy- ' ' '. ' 



be 

•b7C 



PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDERS TRIP 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, - 
LEAVING LOS ANGELES JULY 12, 



PnHr'g r.At.v mfftfthnrv for lQ6l lists 



1 and 



both residing 

The files of the Seattle ..Police Department were. 
reviewed o n July 21, 1961 and contained no record of| 



The records of fofae King. 1 County Sheriff 's Office, 
Seattle, Washington wgr-p ewed .on July 21^ 196l and - ■ 
contained no record of. 



The records of the-.Seattle Credit Bureau, were. 
T.pvip W ftd o n July 21, 196:1'; and contained no record of 



l^[f\ /^A. OSTIONAL fGRlA NO. 10 
,)i ftp 5010-104 

united States 



ERNMENT 



Memorandum 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 




/ 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Director, PEE (457-373) 



date: 8/9/61 



SAC; Philadelphia (100-45748) 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

— " ' . HERE IH 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

, FREE BUS ' DATS 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 

— RM— - 

(00 - NEW ORLEANS) 

Re Albany airtel to Bureau dated 6/6/61. 

The foll owing investigation was conducted by SA 



At University Park, Pa. 



On 7/25/61* r 

identity should be protected] 



an ffstabllRhsd sonr^a. whnas f 



J advised thatC 



] born 



place not indicated, received " his A.B". 

Tronf "Brooklyn "College in 1954; his M.A. from Brown University 
in 1955; and a Ph. D. fr om Ohio State University in 1Q5 8. He 



was formerly employed by 



Ohio, 



during the period 1Q57-1Q5H. During the period 1Q^H-1QSQ. he 

by the American School of 



studied 

Classical Studiesl 



Itaught Ancient ^History 



during the school year 1959-1960 . and resid ed at 

Pa., with[ ]name not known. 



concerning[ 

office. He sale 
scholar 



G 



dvised no information came to his attention 
which w as believed to be of interest to this 



record indicates he is a classical 
obtained employment at Cornell University 




subsequent to his employment at Pennsylvania, S ta t e JJniye rjs^y^ 



He oo uld furnish no additional information. /-Sp" 3f^ 

2*- Bureau (157-373) (RM) 

1 - Albany ( 157-21 J (info ) (RM) 

2 - New Orleans (157-264) (RM) 
1 - Philadelphia (100-4'5?4J3) 



TJD: jag 
(6) 



EX 101 



OCT 2M96lV/K 



1 31 




be 

b7C 



PH 100-45748 



No Information was located in the files of the 



Philadelphia Office identifiable with 



in. 



One copy of this communic ation i s directed to the 
Albany Office for information since | is employed there 

at the present time. 



Report FormV^j 4 
FF^p3 (5-12-55)* 

^ •' 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Reporting OfQcs 


Office of Origin 


Data 


Investigative Period 


NEW ORLEANS 


NEW ORLEANS 


8/11/61 


7/15 - 19/61 



£ITLE OF CASE 

< '^?RRET>OM RIDE. 1961 



Report made by 

SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 



] 



Illinois Central Railroad 
New Orleans, Louisiana to 

Jackson, Mississippi 
July 16, 1961 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



ILL IlffOKfiflOlPfioHTAIIlD 
IfERE IH 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

'ATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BA¥/SAB/ST¥ 



Typed By: 

Q-Ah 



be 

b7C 



XXKKXXX 



s 
I 



REFERENCES 



New Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/16/61 ,\> 
New Orleans airtel to Los Angeles, 7/17/61. (Interoffice) 
Los Angeles airtel & letterhead memo to Bureau, 7/27/61. 

- P - 
LEADS 



101 



NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 



AT JACKSON , MISSISSIPPI 
Will report disposition of 



3^ 



Approved 



Special Agent 
In Charge 



Do not write in spaces below 




Copies nrade^: 

vV- BUREAU 



s - new mMM^m'MM 




NO 157-347 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



for the New Sl^oSS^J* t ul ™ 1S + r ^° rt is ^ignated 
that a copy be furnished to h I**!*?* Bur ° au instructs 

TO TCe u * s * Attorney, Jackson. 



f 

• 1 



COVSH PAGE 



: FD-2«± (Rev, 



. 3-3-69) 



♦ 



JUS 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



b6 ' 
b7C 
b7D 



Copy to: 

Report of: . 
Date: 

Field Office File No.: 
Title: 



Character: 



Synopsis: 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 
8/11/61 

157-347 

FREEDOM RTDE. 1961 



Office: myi ORLEANS 



Bureau File No.: 

. ALL IUF0PJLOT0I COHTAIIffiD. ; \ 
.HEREIN IS TJICLASSIflib'...' ••• ' . 
DATE J.l-12-2009 BY 60324 .DC--BA¥/SAB/'STW 



Illinois Central Railroad 

New Orleans, Louisiana to Jackson, Mississippi 
July 16, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



a Freedom Rider, arrived in Jackson, 

Miss., via ICRR at 10:10 AM, 7/16/61. Was arrested by 
Jackson PD at ICRR Depot when he failed to obey the orders 
of Jackson PD officer to move on. Charged with Breach of 
the Peace. No incidents at time of arrest. Tried in 
Jackson Municipal Court, 7/17/61 and, after NG plea, was 
convicted of violation of S. 2089.5, Mississippi Code. 
Sentenced to 4 months in jail and fined $200. No incidents 
during trial. Was transferred to MSP, Par chman, Miss., 
7/19/61. 



DETAILS: 

Investigation in. 
information furnished by 



- p - 



this nasfi was nrad 1 hated nnon 



]New< Orleans, Louisiana. He advised ; SA 

JOSEPH E. PpSLEY on July 15 r 1961, that a Freedom Rider by 
the name of| | from California, was due to arrive 



in New Orleans at 9:30 PM, July 15, 1961, and would go from 
New Orleans to Jackson, Mississippi, 



On July 16, 1961, 



]advised SA PRESLEY that 



had arrived in New Orleans as scheduled and had 
departed New Orleans en route Jackson, Mississippi, at 7:10 AM 
via Illinois Central Railroad. 
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Information concerning this matter was fu-rniaheri 
to the following individuals on July 16, 1961, by S. 



Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police Department, 
Jackson, Mississippi; 

Colonel T. B. BIRD SONG, Commissioner , MHSP, Jackson, 
Mississippi; 

Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds County, Jackson, 
Mississippi; 



Mississippi , 



CIC, Jackson, Mississippi; 
Special Agent, ICRR, Jackson, 



-2- 



FD-3M (R?v. 1-25-60) A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG^ON " . ' " * ' b6 
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hnf<t 7/19/61 



At lOtlO A&, July 18, 1981, Illinois Central 
.Railroad Train "The City of Mew Cleans" arrived la 
Jackson, Mississippi, from Hew Orleans, Louisiana. 

One Negro imlo descended the steps from the 
platform where the train had arrived and entered the 
waiting room d esignated fo r white passengers and sat 



Iowa. Captain ! | Jackson Police Department, 

and' one jinif ormefi of % icos? approached this man and 



Captain | |spoSce to M& several times and then placed 



.b7C 



this person under arrest at 10:13 AM. 

After the arrest , . this individual accompanied '. 
the officers to a police car of the Jackson, Misoissippi, 
Police Department and ontorod same, after which tho ear 
departed. 

There was no incident connected with this arrest, 
no crowd and nothing of a disorderly nature occurred.' 



„ 7/16/51 Jackson, Mississippi . _.. 4 157-347 

On at '- rile 



by SA SAMUEL E. V1BPBH. Il/eah rw„ dictated 7/16/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



FD-3i)2 (Rpv. 1-25-60) 

<3 :* 



£ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG^ON 



7/20/61 
Date 



The following observations were made at the 
Illinois Central Railroad Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi, 
on July 16, 1961: ; 

At 10:12 AM, one 'Negro • aal© was observed to 
cob© <£owa.the stairs from the passenger leading raiap, •' 
cross the passenger concourse and enter the ieraiaal' 
white waiting- room. .This Hogro went immediately to . a .' 
bescjp and took a seat . He ^as inunediately approached 



toy 0apt ain| ~| of the Jackson Police Department . 

Oaptaia l l ordered the Hegro to leave the waitiag rooa, 
-repeated his order and then asfeed the fJegro if ho feast 
heard the order, the Negro apparently declined to obey 



J order and he was placed xm&BT arrest , Tisae of 



arrost v/as 10:13 AM, 

The Hegro was Gsco.vt©<3 5roa the waiting .tqod • 
then to .a police patrol car parsed at the end of the-.' 
concourse. ' At no time during the arrest was- fore© used 
■against the .Negro. No handcuffs or other restraining ' '• 
device -were used and the arrest was quietly affected. 
The arrested Hegro is briefly described as 23 years old, 
about 8*3" taB and was wearing a blue suit? he was not 
carrying luggage. 



On 7/18/01 _qt Jackson t MissiaaifapL Fib # - ■ 



5a 

by 



} n„t» dictated - " y/WOl 
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Date 



N 



7/20/61 



Chief of Detectives 23. : B. PIERCE . Police Depart - 
ment . J ackson , Mississippi, advised that I I 
I | was arrested in the white waiting room of the 

Illinois Central Railroad Depot, at 10:15 AM, July 16, 
1961, and c harged wi th Breach of the Peace . PIERCE 
advised that ! I had entered the waiting room after 

alighting from the tr ain which ar rived from Wew Orleans 
Captain [ 



at 10:10 AM. 
had approached^ 



him /to move on. Wheal 



^_,the arresting officer, 

I in the w hite waiting room and ordered 



refused, he was placed 



under arrest and brought to the Police Department where 
he was booked and jailed. 

PIERCE said there were no incidents in connection 
with the above arrest. 



/ 



PIERCE furnished the followi ng informa tion from 



Police Department records concerning 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 

Bat* ?».? ?::-rzntt 

Charge: 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth data: 
Height : 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 



California 
7/16/fs? 

Breach of the Peace 



Texas 



be 

blC 



Student. Los Angeles State College 



On 7/16/61 nt Jackson, Mississippi File * 157-347 

by SA flAMllCT. B. VTRDEN, Il/feah Date dictated 7/16/61 
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Mother: 
Education: 
Scars: 
Conusant s; 



High school and four years Lois 

Angelina «-fc»*o ffoTlogiw 



Member CORE 



«;FDT30»(Re#. l-25 r 60) 



t 
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Date 



7/21/61 
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Chief of Detectives M. B. PIEECE, Police. 

Itanartumnt .Tar»lrer>r. ; HiSSiSSippi, adVlSed that[ 



tried ill Jackson Municipal Court , 



Jack son i Mississippi* on July 17, 1931, for violation 
of Section 2089.5 of the Mississippi Code. He entered 
a plea of not guilty through his attorney. He was 
convicted and sentenced to four months in jail and 
fined $200. 



According to PIERCE 



would he transferred 



to the Hinds County Jail to serve out his sentence and 



PISRCE advised there were no incidents during 
the course of the trial . 



On 7/13/61 „♦ Jftrtlcfiflf i, M*w«iggrtppi File # J, 87-847 



by - — SA HUNTER E. IffiLGEOON/eah : : Date dictated 7/17/6I 
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On July 19, 1961, Deputy| | Hinds 

Coun ty Sheriff's Office. J ackson. Mississippi, advised 
that I I was transferred from the Hinds 

County Jail to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, Parchman 
Mississippi, on July 19, 1961. 
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Reporting Office 

NEW ORLEANS 


Office of Origin 

NEW ORLEANS 


Data 

8/15/61 


Investigative Period 

7/8 - 17/61 


TITLE OF CASE 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 


Bepoxt made by 

SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 


Typed By: 

eah 


1 1 


CHARACTER OF CASE 




Illinois Central Railroad Depot 
Jackson, Mississippi, July 3, 1961 


RM; 


CR 















ALT, IHFOBJttTIOH COHTAIHID 

REFERENCE herein is unclassified 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UJ BAW/SAB/OT 



New Orleans teletype to Bureau dated 7/8/61. 



NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 



LEADS 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPP I 

Will report disposition of 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

An additional copy of this report is designated for the 
New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs that a copy be, 
furnished to the U. S. Attorney, Jackson. /Zr 

1 



\ ,/\_^- Special Agent 
JZjp.. In Charge 




Approved 



Do not writ© in spaces below 



Copies modes 



BUREAU 



IV 2- 
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/ tt 





Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor Us contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loane 

H U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICEl I8SS O S447SO 



A A U^ICl tjf ««U * II IIT AS 

OCT 30 1961 



b6 
.b7C 



NO 157-335 

ADMINISTRATIVE (cont'd) 

By airtel 8/15/61, New York was requeste d to 
check indices, credit and, criminal records o n| l and 
forward eight copies of letterhead memo to Bureau and one to 
New Orleans setting forth the results. 



_B*- 
COVER PAGE 



(Kev. 3-S-59) 



UMTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JPSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION bo 

" • -b7C 



Copy to: 



Report of: SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 
Dote: 8/15/61 



Field Office File No.-. 



157-335 



Office: NEW ORLEANS 

Bureau File No.:. 



Title 



FREEDOM RTTVK . 1961 



Character: 



Synopsis: 



Illinois Central Railroad Depot 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 8, 1961 

. 1 ALL IHEGKttATIOH COHTAIMED 

RACIAL MATTERS; : herein is unclassified '. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



DATE, 11-12-2009 BY 60324 DC BAl/SAB/STf 



age | 1 a lone Freedom Rider, was 
arrested at ICRR Depot, Jackson, Miss., at 10; 00 AM, 7/8/61, 
when he failed. to obey the orders of Jackson PD officer to 
move on. Was char ged with Breach of Peace. No incidents 
at time of arrest. | ~| tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 

7/10/61, and after NG plea, was convicted of violation S. 2089.5 , 
Mississippi Code. Was sentenced to four months in jail and fined 
$200* Was transferred to -MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 7/11/61. 

- P -.>■■ 



DETAILS: 

Investigation in this case was predicated upon receipt 
of information from Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police 
Depa rtment , Jackson , Miss i ssipp i , on July 8, 1961. He advised 



that[ | a lone Freedom Rider, had been arrested 

at the Illinois Central Railroad Depot, Jackson, .on July 8, 1961, 
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Date 



7/12/61 
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Chief of Detectives H. B. PIERCE, Po lice De- 
partment. Jac kson. Mississippi, advised that 



]was arrested in the colored waiting room 



of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot at Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 10? 00 ah. on July 8, 1961. He was 
arrested by Off icerf I Jacks on Police De- 

nartmapt . According to PIERCE J l had observed 



in the colored wai ting room and approached him 



reportedly told 



and ask ed him to move on. 

he did not think it made any difference where 

ne s at and O f f i cer l I 



p and O 

I b 



refused to movel 



agj 
e|_ 



ain ord ered him to move on. 
] placed him under 



When 

arrest for Breach of the Peace, and brought him to 
police headquarters*. According to PIERCE, there were 
no incidents in connection with, the arrest. 

PIER CE advis ed that according to information he 
had obtained ! ""[ had been In Jackson for several days 



staying at the YUCA and had made it known that he wanted 
to get in on the Freedom Rider demonstrations. 

PIERCE furnished the followi ng information from 
Police Department records concerning! 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence : 

Date of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 



7/0/61 " 
Breach of Peace 



N. Y. 
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7/8/61 



Jackson, Mississippi 



On 



by 



.at 



File # 



157-335 



SA HUNTER E . HELGESON/eah 



.Date dictated 



7/8/61 
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Coaplexion: 

Build: I 

Occupation: • Student 

Marital status: I 
Father: 

Mother: | | 

Education: Wtb grade, a years City College 

of Hew York 
Prior arrests: HOne 



J?Tb-3s>i> (Rev? 1-25-60) • FEDERAL BUREAU ©F INVESTIGJW^N " 'b7C 



^ FEDERAL BUREAU ©F INVESTIGy^N 



_ 7/14/61 

Date 



Chief of Boteetives B. PtEBCE, P olice 
Benftgtiaent. .Tnrxkffnn , OissiSSippi, advised t&atl 

J I was tried ia Ja els son Municipal Court, 

. Jackson, Mississippi, on July 10, 1961. 



was tried for 



PIERCE stated taat 

violation of Section 2089.9, Mississippi Code. 2© 
represented hiasself and entered a plea of not guilty. 
Me was convicted and was -sentenced to feus? soaths in " 
Jail and fined $200. 

VIM.CE advised tlaere -were no' incidents during 
tiie course of tlse trial. 



On 7/1Q/61 at jackeon, Mississippi File # — " 107-335 . 
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On July It, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBER T GILFOY, 
Hinds rotmtv. Jackson, Mississippi, advised that ! I 



I I was transferred to the Mississippi State 



penitentiary, Parchman, Mississippi, on July 11, 1961. 
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New Orleans teletype to Bureau, 
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All offices receiving 
indices, credit and criminal records • 
where they reside, employed or attend 
Bureau in letterhead memorandum (8 
tion. Caption letterhead memorandum s&me 
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chool. Submit results to 
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CINCINNATI OFFICE 

AT ATHENS, OHIO 
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studemt, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, 



AT WILMINGTON..: OHIO 
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AT CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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1. 
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LEADS (cont'd) 

NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

An additional copy of this report is designated for the 
New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs that a copy 
be furnished to the V, S. Attorney, Jackson. 



COVER PAGE 



UI^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy tot 



Rtport of: 
Date: 



SA IMSSjE. HELGESON 
8/10/61 



Office. NEW ORLEANS 



File Numben 157.-331 



Tlrie: 



Character: 



Synopsis: 



FREEDOM RUDE, 1961 
Tr&ilways Bus 

Montgomery/ Alabama to Jackson, 
Julf 7, 1961 , 



Mississippi 



RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 



ALL TN^ORMftTTOM CONTAI 



8 Freedom Eiders, identified in details of report, arrived 
Jackson, Miss., via Trail ways ....Bus at 6.05 RM, 7/7/6JU' All 
arrested toy Jackson PD at Trailways Terminal when they failed 
to obey the order of Jackson PD officer to move on. All • 
charged with Breach of Peace. Ho incidents at time of arrest. 
All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/10/61, ajid, af tea** Ije^-- 
pleas, were convicted of violation of 3. 2087.5, Mississippi 
Code. All sentenced to 4 months in jail and fined $200* No 
incidents during trial. All Freedom Riders in this group 
transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss. 3 released on bond on 
various 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



DETAILS: 

Investigation in this case is predicated upon receipt 

of the following information: 



On July 6, 1961 J 
Congress of Racial Equali ty. New Orleans. Louisiana, advis ed 
SA JOSEPH E. PRESLEY thatl 



Freedom Rider, was leaving New Orleans, Louisiana, at 2:15 PM, 
July 6, 1961, to travel to Montgomery, Alabama, where he would 
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join six or seven other Freedom Riders for travel to 
Jackson, Mississippi, on July 7, 1961. 

By communication dated July 7. 1961. the 

Mobile Off ice advised that| I 

[ Montgomery , Alabama, had advised on July 7, 1961, 
that a group of eight Freedom Riders would depart Montgomery, 
Alabama, at 11:30 AM, via Trailways Bus for Jackson, Mississippi. 

Information concerning this matter was 
fu rnished to the following individuals oni July 7, 1961, by 
SA | | 

M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, Police 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi; 

Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds County, 
Jackson, Mississippi; 

Colonel T. B. BIRD SONG, Commissioner, 
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, Jackson, Mississippi; 



CIC, Jackson, Mississippi; 



Trailways 



Bus Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi; 



Captain 
Meridian, Mississippi. 



Police Department, 



<»2 **** 



FD-3M (R.». l-as-^o) „ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



n-,. 7/13/61 
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The following observations were made at 
the Trailways Bus Terminal , Jackson, Mississippi , on 
July 7, 1961: 

At 6:C|g) PM, CST, the regularly scheduled 
bus from Montgomery, Alabama, arrived at the terminal. 
Of the passengers alighting from the bus, a group con- 
sisting of four Negro males, three white males and one 
white female walked? into the white waiting room of the 
terminal. They stayed in a group and walked towards the 
restaurant. At about the time they reached the en trance 
to th e restaurant, jthey were approached by Captain | 
]police Department, Jackson, Mississippi. He was 



observed to speak to the group and, after a short period 
of time, other police department officers were observed 
speaking to the members of the group., separately, taking 
notes. They then were escorted from, the waiting room to a 
police patrol wagonft which was parked Just outside the main 
entrance of the bus? terminal • '. 

i 

There were no incidents in connection 
with the above matter. 



0^/7/61 Jackson, Mississippi File # 157-331 
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observations were ms.de at 
the Trailways Bus Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi: 

At approximately 6:05 Pll, Trailways Bus 
#5143 from Montgomery, Alabama, arrived at the Trailways Bus 
Terminal. .Among the passengers observed leaving the bus 
were four young Negro males, three young white males and 
one young white female. These eight passengers entered the 
terminal white waitin g room where they were immediately 



questioned by Captain 
par tment . 



of the Jackson Police De- 



The eight pa ssengers left the white 



waiting room at Captain 



by other police officer 
end of the terminal passenger loading platform. 



direction and were escorted 
parked at one 



a number of citizens 
present on the loading platform, no demonstrations or unusual 
incidents were observed. The eight passengers were placed 
in the patrol wagon without incident.: 



»■ 7/7/61 



by 



SA 



. at Jackson, .Mississippi 
|eah 



FiU.i 157-331 



.Date dictated 
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Date 



7/13/6X 



.Chief 'of Detectives i M. ' B. PIERCE, 

Detective Bureau , Jackson, Mississippi, advised that 
the individuals whose names are set out below were 
arrested at the ffrailwav s Bus Termin al at 6:10 PH, on 
July 7, 1961, by Captain | | of ttm '.;Jnvaks©,n 

Police : Department . PIERCE advised that €&'is group of 
Freedom Riders had arrived at Jackson fey bus from 
Montgomery, Alabama.' They had entered the white waiting 
room "of the. terminal and were ordered t® move ©m by . 
police officers. When they failed to' obey the order 
of the officer, they were arrested on a charge of Breach 
of the Peace j, and transported to the city Jail, where 
they were booked. PIERCE said there were no incidents 
in- connection with the above arrests . \ 



.bo 

blC 



FIERCE ...furnished the following informa- 
tion from Police Department records concerning the individuals 
arrested: 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence:. .. 

Date of arrest: 
Charge : 
Race: 
Sex: 



Date of birth: 
Place of birth; 
Height : 
Weight : 



Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Education: 

Prior arrests: 



7/7/61 

Breach of Peace 



Oklahoma 



Student 



12th grade, z years Lamar 

$Bi4 or Colle S e » Lamar, Colo, 



On 
by. 



7/7/61 



.at 



"Jackson, Mississippi 



File # . 



157-331 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESON/eah 



.Date dictated 



7/7/61 
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Name; 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence: 

Date" ©Tar re si : 

Charge : 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date ©f birth: 
PJLacejgf Jslrtfe: 
Height : 
Weight : 
Eyes: ; 
Hair: 



Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother: 
Education: 

Prior arrests: 
Comments: 

* * * 
Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence: „ 

Date ©f arrest; 

Charge : 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

BJ±$h_data:. 
Height : 
Weight? 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 



ELMER It/bROWN 

21139' '• '' 

857 Vissoa Ave., Akron, Ohio 

7/7/61 

Breach of Peace 

Negro 
Male 

11/27/40 ■ 

Alrosi,. Ohio 

5 '8" •- 

155 

Brown 

Black 

Medium brown 
Slim 

Student, Akron, Ohio 
Single 

JOSEPH BROWN 
VEARLON BROWN 

12th grad®.; l| years, Akron, 
Ohio, university 



b6 
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Member, NAACP 




7/7/61 

Breach of Peace 



Ohio 
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Marital, status; 
Father; 
Mother : 
Education: 

Prior arrests: 



Comments: 

* * * 

Name: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence:. 

Date of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height s 



Eyes: 
Hair ? 

Complexion; 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother: 
Education: . 

Prior arrests: 



Student, Xavier University, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 



Xavier University, Cincinnati, 

Ohio 

Admits arrested Cincinnati PD, 
1,980. on charge 



arrested 



Ham ilton. Ohio. PP. 1961. 
for 



V 



Member NAACP & CORE 



7/7/61 ' ~~ 
Breach of Peace 



N. Y. 



Student , Queens College , 

n. y. c. 



12th grade; 1 year Queens 

College, N. Y. , N. Y. 
None 
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Name: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence : 

Date of ' arrest ; 

Charge : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth data: 
He ight : 



Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 



Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother: 
Education; 



Prior arrests: 
Comments: 

Name: 

Jackson PD #t 
Residence: 

Date of arrest: 
Charge : 
Race : 
Sex: 



7/7/61 
Breach of Peace 





N. Y. — 





College, N. Y. , N. Y. (BA); 
1 year college at New School 
for Social Re., N. Y., N. Y. 
Admits picketing in New York 
for integration (does not 

reflect if arrested) 
Member NAACP & CORE , 




7/7/61 
Breach of the Peace 



Birth data: 



/ 



Michigan 



-8 - 
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Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes : 
Hair: 

Complexion: 
Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother : 
Education: 



Prior arrests: 



Comments: 

* * 
Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residences 

Date of arrest; 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth d ata: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 



Student, Detroit Business 
Institute 



12th grade; 1 year -Way sue 
State University, Detroit, 
Michigan; 2& years, Detroit, 
Michigan, Business test. 
Sit-in, picketing demon- 
strations in Detroit, Michig 
(Woolworth store) (swimming 
pools); racial demonstration 
on bus in Birmingham, Ala.; 
picketing in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Member NAACP & CORE 




7/7/61 
Breach of peace 



Ohio 



** 

b7C 



NO 157-331 



Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother : 
Education: 



Prior arr©sts: 
Cessment s: 

* * 

Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Reside nce,: 

Date of arrest: 

Charge : 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

BirJiudata-^ 
Height: 
Weight : 
Eyes: 
Hair : 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother : 
Education: 



Prior arrests: 
Comments: 

»10- 



] 



Student. Wilming ton College 



12th grade; 1 year college, 
Wilmington College, Wilmington, 

Ohio 

Integration march in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio (peace march) 




7/7/61 

Breach of Peace 



Ohio 



Student, Ohio University, 
Athens. Ohio 



Ohio University 2 1/4 years; 
\ year at Cincinnati Univ., 

Ohio 
None 

Would not say if member CXf t D 
NAACP or CORE 



FD-302 (R«T. 1-25-60) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU Oh INVESTIGATION 



he 

hlC 



Date 



714/61 



Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised the following 
individuals were tried in Jackson Municipal Court* Jackson, 
Mississippi, on July 10, 1961: 



PIERCE stated all of the above i$divl<ka&l8 
were tried for violation of Section 2087.5, Mississipi Code. 
All entered pleas of not guilty through their attorney. - 
All were convicted and sentenced to four months in jail 
and fined $200. 

According t@ PIERCE, some of the defendants 
will be transferred to the Elmdis County Jail, to serve .out 
their fines and sentences, .and some would be housed in the 
JacHson City Jail to assist the Sheriff in overcoming crowded 
conditions at the County Jail. 



PIERCE advised there were no incidents during 
the course of the above trial. 



•11- 



7/10/61 Jackson, Mississippi ., 157-331 

On 1 — , at File W 



^ SA HUNTER E. HBLGBSON/eah Dot< djcfated 7/10/61 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, 
Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the following individuals were transferred from the jails 
at Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
Parchman, Mississippi, on July 11, 1961: 



On July 19, 1961, Chief Deputy 
Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, teie- 
phonically advised that according to information he had re- 
ceived at about 11:00 PM, July 18, 1961, ELMER BROWN, a Freedom 
Rider confined to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, Parchman, 
Mississippi, had fallen from his bunk in the prison and injured 
his head. He was taken to a hospital in Greenwood, Mississippi, 
where it was determ ined he was suffering from a skull fracture, 



which, according to 
nature . 



was said not to be too serious in 



Jadvised that after being examined at 



the hospital in Greenwood BROWN was being transported to the 
University of Mississippi Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi, for 
observation and treatment. 



said he had no details as to the manner 
in which the injury occurred. 

On July 19, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY 
advised that ELMER BROWN had been examined by two neuro- . . 
surgeons at the University of Mississippi Hospital, Jackson, 
Mississippi, on the morning of July 19, 1961. According to 
GILFOY, the surgeons had been unable to find anything wrong 
with BROWN and could find no evidence of a skull fracture* 
GILFOY stated he intended to return BROWN to the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parchman oa July 19, 1961. 
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By communication dated July 7, 1961, 
the Denver Office advised as follows: 

No credit or arrest record was located 

for at Boulder, Colorado, checks being made 

at the Credit Bureau of. Boulder, Inc., Boulder Police De- 
partment, and the Boulder County Sheriff's Office. 



[ 



On July 7, 1961, 



ava ilable to SA KENNETH BRIDENSTINB [ 
fori 



University of C olorado, Boulder, made 



be@n assigned 



I and, a permit to register. for the fall 
term in 1961 has been iss ued. aM was dated April 25, 1961* 

klves the following background in- 



formation: 



was born 



Oklahoma. His father is shown as 



]at 



and his 



[ 



mother's name is listed as 
wa s graduated from DuBois High School at Sumitt. Oklahoma 
in 



J The file reflects that he lived at 



Ok t aha. Oklahoma, fro m 1940 to 1955, and that following 

1 he came to Colorado and established 
residence, and has been attending Lamar Junior College, Lamar, 
Colorado, since the Fall of 1959. 

He has earned a scholastic average of 
3.07, which is slightly above a "B.' l l indicated that 

he was entering the Arts and Sciences College, and planned 
to major in Psychology. 



As a close friend he listed 



Colorado. He indicated that he had voted in Prowers County, 
Colorado, and plans to make Colorado his permanent resid ence 
He list ed as referen ces I 1 
| Colorado, and 



15- 
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Lam ar, Color add. He indicated that fee had been employed at 
the 



[ 



On information om rati ng sheet from the 
Lamar Junior College, it was indicated by I 



College, that 



I Tamar .Tun tor 



]is ±n- 



tellectually mature, and generally was very favorable to 

Denver indicates negative regarding 



Deputy, Hinds 



On July 21, 1961 J 

County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that. 
ELMER L. BROWN had been released on a $500 cash appeal bond on 
July 21, 1961. ' 



25, 1961. 



On July 26, 1961, 



advised that 



had been released on $500 cash appeal bond on July 



On July 28, 1961 



advised that 



had been released on $500 cash appeal bond on July 28,. 1961 
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OPTIONAL FORI^ NO. 10 



"3010-104 



NITBD STATES GC 



2RNMENT 



Memorandum 



b2 

be 

b7C 
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TO 



FROM 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 




MILWAUKEE (100-13797) 



date: 8/11/61 



ALL INFORMATION CONTACTED 
HERE IH 15 '^CLASSIFIED 



DATE 11- 



-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STIJ 



FREEDOM RIDE, 196l, / 
GREYHOUND BUS NASRVILLE, TENNESSEE 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, JULY 29, 1961 

RM; CR CffT J : / 

..:.r. F t£l c-mm • 0Ue/ep& - 

Re New Orleans aTptel "to "BoHfSST^a'Stec 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies of 
a le tterhead memorandum capt ioned as above but dealing 
with I b ne of the Freedom Riders. 

Also enclosed for New Orleans are two copies of the 
letterhead memorandum. 

The letterhead memorandum has been classified jggnfJ.de iTtriall 
because information reported from any of the three 
informants mentioned therein, all currently active, 
might jeopardize their future effectiveness. 

Careful consideration has been given to each source- 
concealed and T symbols were used only in necessary^ f 
cases. --> « - 



MI T-l is 



[ 



]who requested his identify 



be concealed. Information reported by MI T-l can be 
found in MI 100-23501-1A(9). 



MI T-2 is 



MI T-3 i 



who furnished information , §p 
Information c attributed^ %o 



SA ALEXANDER D. MANS0N. _ 
MI T-3 appears in its original form in the enclosed 
letterhead memorandum. 



Sources use d for characterizing the 
Committee : " I 




0§-°Bureau (RM) (Enci. fp^ Rtu "" 01 3fl AU ' 
2 - New Orleans (157-358) (End. 2) (RM) 
1 - Milwaukee / 100-13797) aA 
GVH : s j r ^£^J^^.^CMl 

Eeq. Rec'd . 
Date Fonv. 
How FjPrw. 
,} By jJu&ud 



y 'ccs 





MI 100- 13797 : 

The follpwing informants were used" to characterize; SOTL: 
Re 



Re 
Re 
Re 
Re 
Re 

Re 
Re 



b2 
b6 
■b7C 
b7D 



All of the above sources, have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



- -2..W 





ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 



STICE 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
August 11, 1961 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVE!) FRBH: 
' FBI AUTOMATIC. DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE,. •' 
DATE;' 11— 12-.EQ03 .... 
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FREEDOM RIDE* 196l, 

GREYHOUND BUS NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, JULY 29, 1961 



Records of the Police Departme nt at Jackson, Mississip pi, 
show that on Jujy 29, 1961 one l \ . 

a Freedom Rider, was arrested for breach of the peace 
after arriving in Jackson by bug fjaeffl Nashville. Tenness ee* 



The police recor ds ldentirieoTf 
having been born I 
as living at[ 



The re cords further snake of her as 



tall, wel£blni 



'I 



"at 



pounds, as having 



hair, a | | complexion and as currently a student 



as 

New York and 
New York* 



eyesj 



at the University of Wisconsin (UW) in MadisonV Wisconsin* 
She was said to be a former member of the National Association 
of Colored People* She claimed to have participated in an 
integration march in Washington, _D*C* in 1958*1959,: 
picketed in New York in 1959, and a demonstation for 
disarmament walk from New Roeheile to New York* 



MI T*l advised on November 28 < I960 t hat one 



] Wisconsin, was then 

a subscriber to a publication called "Studies on the Left"* 

A documentation of "Studies on the Left" appears 
below* ■ ; 



MT f-g advised on Mav 21 and 22. IQ61 that the name of 
I Wisconsin, appeared 



on an addressograph plate currently in the offices of 
thel , I 
I New York City* . •■ - ■ ■.. .... ' 



A documentation of the FPCC appears below* 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and. its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency* 



ENCLO0URS 




•Jo 6 
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Records of the Madison Credit Bureiau, Madison, Wlsconsih, 
of the Madison Police Department,; of the Dane County Sheriff i s 
Office at Madison, and, of, the Security and Proteption Force 

Of the UW, Madt nan . al 1 eonflulted oh August B . 1Q61 
resnec t ive ly by I 



I 



of 



contained no mention of the name 



MI T-3 ad vised on August 5»lQ6l that one 
I boraL 



"I ■Hft 



go 



permanent address was 
New York, was graduated from -thei high school at New 
Rochelle and entered the UW at Madison during September, 
I960, therea fter attending the Univers ity for & full 

SChOOl year* I J ancnrd t ng _fco_fche 

Iwhosa residence sin ce July. 1954 



Wttvwri. J WW* »| |- 

lngormant, were divo rced* They were |_ 



: i' 



was- 



andf 



aaaress at New Rocneiie* 



or the 



MI T-3* like the other two inform ants mentioned ab ove^ 
gave no further information about 
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STUDIES OM TH E LEFT (SOTL) 

The "Wisconsin State Journal," a daily newspaper 'published- 
at Madison, Wisconsin, on November ■'• 26, ' 1959 announced' 
that 'a new- scholarly magazine, "Studies- on the Left," 
a historical -review dedicated to ■ the leftist point of 
view, -edited- by- present and former graduate students at 
the University of Wisconsin (UW), but having no connec- 
tion^ with- the- 1W itself would- begin 'publication soon. 

Records ' of the- Wisconsin Secretary ©f State reflect 
SOTL was ■ incorporated under laws • of Wisconsin July 16, 
1959 as a n@n-stoek, non-profit' corporation with head- 
quarters" P.O. Box '2121, Madison, Wisconsin* Three 
issues were- published during the period December, 1959 
to November^ i960. The first issue contained a. policy 
statement -of the editors stating SOTL was primarily a 
magasln® for national circulation designed to give younger 
men with radical views a place to -voice their opinions. 



^Publicly listed mambftgg of ■ SOTL' a Editorial Boardl 

I have been identified by 
sources- previously as having participated in the 
activities of the Labor Youth League (LYL)j while 
Editorial -Board -members I I 
I r hav®: been identified as active members of 

the Communist "Part y (CP). Another source has identified 

I as -handling the finance and business 

affairs- of. SOTL 0 

The Communist" Party, USA, and the Labor Youth League 
have been "designated by the Attorney General of the- 
United : States pursuant to 'Executive Order. 10450 . 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. MI 100-13797 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
August 11, 1961 



Title FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, 

GREYHOUND BUS NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, JULY 29, 196l 



Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 

Reference Letterhead memorandum of SA GEORGE V«H 
HUEBSCH at Milwaukee, dated 8/11/61*' - 



All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 



lALL INFORMATION COHTAIIED 
Ihepeii IS UNCLASSIFIED 

IdATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STCT 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agencpji|yi^J.t^ontents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




Reporting Office 

NEW ORLEANS 



Office of Origin 

NSW ORLEANS 



Date 



8/ -15/61 



hrveatiqativQ Period 

7/15 - 26/61 



TITLE OF CASE 



Bepoit mode by 

SA 1 " 



FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

GreyhTSund^T&is-^ir 



HUNTER E. HELGESON 



Typed By: 

eah 



Nashv-i lie, Tennessee to 
Jackson, Mississippi, 




RM; CR 



REQ. REC'D/VP.-.^. 

JAN 1 9 1966 




REFERENCES 



Memphis teletype to Bureau, 7/15/61. 
New Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/16/61. 
New Orleans airtel to Bureau, 7/19/61. 

- P - 
LEADS 

By airtel dated 7/19/61, Minneapolis, New Haven, New York ij 
hiladelphia Offices were requested to check indices, credit \ 
imlnal go cords; on Freedom Riders and furnish results to Bureau ,\ 
CC TOriOlSd 

ALL IIFORHAJT'OI CONTAINED y/ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED " 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 



REQ. REC'D. 

DEC 3 0 1964 




report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents Sre to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 



J^e 1 



NO 157-346 



NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

' " : • • Will report disposition of convicted Freedom 

Riders. • - . - . y 

ADMINISTRATiVE- 

An additional copy of thislfeport i^des^nated 
for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs^ 5 * 
that a copy be furnished to thei U. S. Attorney, Jackson. 



COVER PAGE 



TX»-|tW (K(jv. 3-3-59) . 



IN^E 



I 

J&S1 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JTJ5TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION J 



Copy to: 



Report of: 
Date: 

Field Office File No.: 
Title: 



Character: 



Synopsis: 



SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 
8/15/61 



Office: NEW. ORLEANS 

Bureau File No.: 



157-346 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

Greyhound Bus 

Nashv ille , Tennessee to 

Jackson, Mississippi 
July 16, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 



ALL IIIFOPJIAIIOI COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11^12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/ STCT 



Seven Freedom Riders, identified in details of report, 
arrived Jackson, Miss., via Greyhound Bus, at 6:40 AM, 
7/16/61. All arrested by Jackson PD at Greyhound Bus 
Terminal when they failed to obey the orders of Jackson 
PD officer to move on. All charged with Breach of the 
Peace. No incidents at time of arrest. All tried in 
Jackson Municipal Court, 7/ 17/0 "L, and after NG pleas were 
convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, Mississippi Code. All 
sentenced to four months in jail and fined $200. No inci- 
dents during trial. All Freedom Riders in this group 
transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 7/19/61. One 
Freedom Rider released on bond 7/25/61. 



be 

b7C 



- P - 



DETAILS: 



Investigation in this case was predicated upon 
information furnished by the Memphis Office of the FBI. 
By c ommunication da ted July 15, 1961, Memphis advised 
that I I Student Central Committee, Nashville 

Student Non-Violent Movement, Nashville, Tennessee, had 
advised on July 15, 1961, that seven Freedom Riders would 



contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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depart Nashville on July 15, 1961, via Greyhound Bus to 
arrive at Jackson, Mississippi, 5:30 AM, July 16, 1961. 

Information concerning this matter was furnished, 
+o the following individuals on July 15, 1961, by SA 



- — ~ Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police Department, 
Jackson, Mississippi; 



Colonel T. B. BIRDSONG, Commissioner, MHSP, Jackson,— 



Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds County, Jackson, 
Mississippi; . .'. 




Mississippi; 



CIC, Jackson, Mississippi; 



Greyhound Terminal, 



Jackson, Mississippi. 
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FD-302 (R ? vf 1-25-60) ^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/^DN b 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/^^ 



Date 



7/20/61 



At 5:26 ASS, SA SAMUEL E. VXRDEN, It, observed 
the waiting room designated for white passengers at 
the Greyhound Bus Station in Jac&son, Mississippi. 
There were very few persons in the waiting room other 
than a group of four uniformed officers off the Jack son 
Police Department together with Captain | I who 

appeared to he dividing his attention to the white waiting 
room and the loading dock of the teminal where the buses 
enter and depart.. 

At G:40 AM, Greyhound Bus 4447 arrived from 
Memphis, Tennessee. A number of passengers got off and 
from the whit© waiting room it could be observed that a 
group of whites and an individual whose race was not 
immediately apparent entered the waiting room designated 
for colored passengers. 

At 6:59 AM S officers of the Jackson Police 
Department were observed loading four white males, two 
white females and one individual mentioned above, whose 
race was not apparent from his appearance, into the 
"paddy wagon" of the Jackson Police Department, after 
which the wagon departed the bus station. 



7/16/81 af Jackson, Mississippi FMe # - 157*34Q 



On 



by SA SAMUEL E. VIRDEN. II/eah rw«. dictated 7/18/61 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG^^rt 



7/20/61 

Date 



The following observations were made at 
the Greyhound Bus Terminal , Jackson, Mississippi, on 
July 16, 1961: 

At 6:40 AH, Greyhound Bus #4447 was observed 
to arrive at the terminal and the passengers on board 
began to leave the bus. Among the passengers a group 
of seven began to separate themselves from the others; 
this group, consisting of four white males, two white 
females and one other male, whose race was not immediately 
ascertainable, waited on the passenger loading platform 
for several minutes while awaiting the unloading of baggage 
belonging to some of their number. 

These seven individuals then proceeded to enter 
the colored waitin g room at t he terminal and were followed 
therein by Captain ! l and several other uniformed 

officers of the Jackson Police Department . 

Some of the seven took seats at the waiting 
room l unch c ounter while the remaining stood beside them. 
Captain! l approached this group, asked them if they 
would move on, then ordered them to move from the waiting 
room and finally asked them if they heard hie order, 
When sever al members of the group acknowledged they had 
heard l I but declined to leave as ordered, all seven were 
placed under arrest and were escorted from the waiting 
room by a side door. 

At 6:55 AM, these seven individuals were ob- 
served to enter a police patrol wagon parked in front of 
the terminal. No incidents occurred during the arrest, 
no handcuffs or other restraining device observed to have 
been used, and the arrests were quietly carried out. 



w.4 M ** 



On 



7/16/61 



.at 



Jackson, Mississippi Fi | e # 15 7-346 



by SA. 



.Date dictated 7/16/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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n nt » 7/20/61 



be 
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Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Detective 
Bureau, Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the individuals whose names are set out below were 
arrested at the Greyhound Bus Termina l. Jack son, at 
6:55 AM, on July 16, 1961, by Captain f I of the 

Police Department. PIERCE advised that this group of 
Freedom Riders had arrived at Jackson by bus from 
Nashville, Tennessee. They had entered the colored 
waiting room of the terminal and were ordered to move 
on by police officers. When they failed to obey the 
orders of the officers, they were arrested on a charge 
of Breach of the Peace and transported to the City Jail 
where they were booked. PIERCE said there were no inci- 
dents in connection with the above arrests. 




7/16/61 
Breach of Peace 



Illinois 



PIERCE furnished the following information 
from Police Department records concerning the individuals 
arrested: 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence: 

Date of arrest: 

Charge : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age : 

Date of birth; 
Place of birth: 
Height : 
Weight : 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 



n 



On 



by 



7/16/61 



.at 



Jackson, Mississippi 



File #. 



157-346 



SA 



'eah 



.Date dictated „ 7/16/61 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Father : 
Mother : 

Education: 
Scars: 



High School and 4 yrs. Northern 

Illinois State Teacher's 
College ■_ 



Xa»e; 

Jackson PD .#; 
Residence: 

Sate of arrest: 

Charge: 

Sace: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 

Plae* of birth: 

Height: 

Weight : 

Byes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Education: 

Prior arrests: 



7/16/61 • " 1; „ 
Breach of the Peace 



High school, 4 years college, 

New Roche lie, N. Y. 
Arrested PD, New York, charge 
(picketing demonstration) 
25 days in jail 1961 -(violation 
National Defense Act); picketing 
in New York and Washington, 
D. C, and Boston, Mass. 



i>6 
b7C 
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Nape: 

Jackson PD #: 

Residence: 

Date of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Cowplexion : 

Build: 

Occupation: 



Marital status; 
Father: 
Mother: 
Education: 
Prior arrests: 

Comments: 



7/16/61 

Breach of Peace 



4 yrs. hig h school. N. Y. C. 
H. Y. C. -I~ 



Member NAACP picketed Nashville, 
Tenn., 7/15/61, picketed N.Y.C. 
Woolworth Store in 1960 



Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 

Date of arrest: 

Charge! 

Race : 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 




7/16/61 

Breach of the peace 



Michigan 



•7- 



G 



he 

hlC 
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Height: 
Weight: 



Hair : 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father ; 
Mother: 

Education; 



Comments: 



Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 

Date of arrest : 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Bate of birth,: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

lyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 



Marital status: 



High school, 4 yrs. George 
Washington University, 1 year 
Boston University 
Member NAACP 




7/16/61 

Breach of th e peace 



O 



Delaware 



Student, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 



be 

b7C 
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Father: 
Mother; 
Education: 

Scar: 



High school, 4 years Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio, stu- 
dent , University of Minnesota, 



Kane: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence^ 

Date of arrest: 

Charge: 

Bace: 

Sex: 

Age : 

Date of birth :__ 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Height : 

Byes: 

Hair: 

Conplexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 



Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother: 

Education: 

Prior arrests: 



Comments: 



♦ * 



7/16/01 



Breach of tfc 


te peace 
Ohio 






member of Emanuel 



Inst. Baptist Church 



High school, 4 years college, 
Florida Normal College 

Admits picketing & racial 
demonstrations in St . 
Augustine, Tallahassee and 
St. Petersburg, Fla., Miami, 
Fla., Savannah, Ga. , and 
Norfolk , Va. 

Member NAACP, CORE ft) t 'y 

TL , 

■ ■ .. • /' - 



be 

b7C 
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Name: 

Jackson PD .#:■ 
Residence i 

Bate of arrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Sate of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complex ion: 

Build: 

Occupation: 

Marital status: 
Father : 
Mother : 
Education: 



Scars: 
Comments : 



7/16/61 

Breach of p eace 




High school and 1 yr. of college, 
University of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

I I 
Picketing Nashville, Tennessee, 

at H. G. Hill Store, 7/15/61 



PIERCE stated that all of the above individuals 
were tried for violation of Section 2087. 5> Mississippi 
Code. All entered pleas of not guilty through their 
attorney. All were convicted and sentenced to four months 
in jail and fined $200. 

According to PISECE, some of the defendant s 
would be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve 
out their fines and sentences and some would be housed 
in the Jackson City Jail to assist the Sheriff in overcoming 
crowded conditions at the County Jail. 



PIERCE advised there were no incidents during 
the course of the above trial. 
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On July 19, 1961, Deputy| 

Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, 
advised that all the Freedom ;Riders arrested at the 
Greyhound Bus Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi, at 
6:55 AM, July 16, 1961, were transferred from the 
jails at Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary, Parchman, Mississippi, on July 
19, 1961. 

On .Tulv 26. 1961. Deputy I , 

advised that| Iwas released on $500 

cash appeal bond the night of July 25, 1961, and 
indicated she would travel to Atlanta, Georgia. 



